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PREFACE 


Few people in Fayetteville, North Carolina, remember Adeline 


Burr Davis Green. She does not deserve oblivion. Illinois born 
and forty-three years a citizen of North Carolina, she was a 
beautiful and intelligent woman. Twice married, she was first 
the wife of David Davis, Illinois politician, United States 
Senator, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, and friend of 
Abraham Lincoln. Wharton Jackson Green, her second husband, was 
a Confederate Colonel, North Carolina Congressman, agricultur- 
ist, and author. During her lifetime, 1843 to 1931, Addie Davis 
Green witnessed the Civil War, the industrialization of the 
United States, enormous social change, the acquisition of suf- 
ferage for women, the First World War, and the beginning of the 
Great Depression. The purpose of this thesis is to present the 
biography of Adeline Burr Davis Green and perhaps to impart 
some information about the history and customs of her time. 
Many persons have aided me. I am especially indebted to 
the following: the subject's cousin, Miss May Catherine Huske, 
and the subject's niece, Miss E. Carolyn Burr, for their inter- 
est and information; the library staffs at Duke University and 
the University of North Carolina for their help in obtaining 
materials; and, most of all, Dr. Robert H. Woody, who has ad- 
vised me and directed my work. To these and to all those who 


have encouraged me, I give my sincere thanks. 


J.S.M. 
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Chapter I 
CAPTAIN BURR'S DAUGHTER 


When Adeline Ellery Burr was born on February 26, 1843, 
few people, even in Illinois, had heard of Abraham Lincoln. 
Young Addie's parents were James and Caroline Neal Burr, who 
resided in Como, Illinois. Addie was named for her father's 
sister, Adeline Burr of Boston, who married John Ellery of that 


same city. 





Addie's father, Captain James Madison Burr, was one of the 
nine children of Martin and Eunice Turner Burr, who lived near 
Boston.+ The other children were George, Harriet, Adeline, 
Eunice, Stephen, Sarah, William, and Theodore.* Of these, only 


James, Adeline, Harriet, and Theodore shall concern us. 





1.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. The Burr Family Papers. 





2.-Ibid. Also study the Appendix, which is a reference table 
for the reader, 
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James, born in 1808, lived with his parents until he was 
about eleven years old; then, no longer able to withstand 
temptation, "he ran away on a mackerel boat."3 He must have 
enjoyed the experience, for he continued mackerel fishing for 
three years, leaving this occupation to go cod fishing off the 
Newfoundland banks. From Newfoundland he went to the Falkland 
Islands, where he spent several years hunting seal.4+ Even- 
tually returning to Boston, he became first mate on one of the 
Liverpool Packet Line's ocean steamers.) After a short while 
at home, he shipped as an ordinary seaman on a three-year voy- 
age around the world.© All together he spent twenty years at 
sea, before the mast, as mate, and finally as a captain. / 

Leaving the sea, his next venture was in the lake service 
and from the lakes he turned to steamboating on the Mississippi 
and Illinois rivers.’ While steamboating, James visited his 
brother Theodore in Illinois and decided to give up his voyaging 


days. The two men set out for northwestern Illinois, where 


3.Ibid. 
Ibid. 
5. Ibid. 
6.Ibid. 
7Ibid. 
8.Ibid. 
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4 
James bought fifty acres of land on the outskirts of the village 





of Como.? 
Meanwhile, in Boston, an interesting event occurred. John 
Ellery saw James's sister, Adeline Burr, at a picnic. Attracted 


by Adeline's beauty, Ellery gained an introduction, and soon the 





two were married. John Ellery took his bride to live in a beau- | 
tiful home at Jamaica Plains, which is still a lovely residential 
area near Boston. A wealthy man, Ellery owned interest in sev= 
eral ships. He had just returned to Boston after living in 

Bordeaux, France, for twenty years.10 Soon, John Ellery and 
Adeline were the happy parents of a daughter, Esther Sargent 
Ellery, who was born in 1839.11 


Not long after purchasing the land in Illinois, James Burr 





returned to New England. On August 22, 1844, he was married 
to Caroline Hooker Neal of New Hampshire, and by fall the two 
were in Como.12- 

Curiously, Whiteside County, in which Como was located, 
had been named in honor of General Samuel Whiteside, a native 


of Rutherford County, North Carolina.13 North Carolina was the 





9.Ibid. 


10.Family Tradition. Told by Miss M. Catherine Huske in an 
interview with the writer, March 26, 1959. This was the only 
interview with Miss Huske. 





11.Wharton J. Green, Recollections and Reflections, Raleigh, 
N. C., 1906, p.60. 


12.Charles Brent, History of Whiteside County, Morrison, [1l., 
1877, p.256. 


13.Ibid. p.53. 
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state which was later to become the home of four of James Burr's 





relatives: two of his children, his sister Adeline, and her 
daughter Esther. 

The country around Como was rolling and beautiful, and 
had productive soil. In summer the highest temperatures ranged 
from eighty to one hundred degrees, while the winters were 
cold with temperatures often below zero plus frequent heavy 
snows .14 

The fifty acres purchased by Burr consisted of Richard 
Soule's claim, "farm lot 11 and timber lot 11, and part of 
timber lot 18,15 Undoubtedly one of Burr's first tasks was 
the construction of a dwelling on his land. His first house, 

a log cabin, was soon completed, and the young couple moved in. 
The most important crops grown in the Como area were 
wheat, hay, and corn.l6 Burr cultivated the same crops adding 

a family garden, berry patch, orchard, and grape arbor. The 
near-by woods and prairies were full of deer and prairie chick- 
en, and hunting was good.17 Transportation facilities were 
poor, however, and markets for crops hard to find. Chicago, 


the nearest market of any size, lay over a hundred miles away .18 


1h.Ibid., p.55. 
15.Ibid., p.2h9. 
16.Ibid., p.227. 
a7 Tbid., p.35. 


18.Illinois State Gazateer and Business Directory, 1858-59, 
Chicago, n.d., p.O4. 
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There was no railroad in the county until 1850.19 

A little less than a year after their arrival in Illinois, 
James and Caroline's first child was born. The boy, who was 
named for his father, died in infancy.®9 In 1843 their second 
child, Adeline Ellery Burr, was born on February 26.21 Two 
years later, in March, 1845, Addie's little sister Eunice was 
added to the growing family.*2 

By the time Eunice was born, Como, though small, was at 


the peak of its prosperity. The majority of the settlers in 





the area had migrated from New England, and they built and 
supported a Congregational Church in Como.23 There was also a 
schoolhouse, cooper shop, blacksmith shop, and two general 
stores, one owned by Holmes and Hapgood, and the other by Smith, 
Weber, and Russell, plus "the Old Tavern," and the "Rock Island 
and Chicago Stage office."24 | 

One Como resident said years later, "Not many are still 
alive who remember the toot of the stage horn as the four gal- 


loping horses dashed over the bridge at the mill race."25 





19.Brent, Whiteside County, p.90. 

20.Ibid., p.256. 

21.Ibid., p.256. 

22.Ibid., p.256. 

23.Undated Newspaper clipping. Burr Family Papers. 
24,.Ibid. 

25.ibid. 
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Mr. George Weber of the Smith, Weber, and Russell store, who 
also had a mill in partnership with Smith, was the grandfather 
of Jane Addams of Hull House.2© According to the same resident, 
"tThe Old Tavern' was a rambling set of buildings . .. full of 
real comfort for the traveler ... . The dark old dining room 
had many a scene of revelry, when the young folks danced and then 
rested while supper was laid."*7 

All together the town was about three blocks long. "Each 
block had twelve lots of one hundred foot frontage ."28 Front 
Street was on the Rock river which was crossed by ferry at one 
time.29 Second and Third streets ran parallel to Front Street. 
Burr's fifty acres, called the Burr farm, were at the northeast- 
ern edge of town. 20 

Back in Boston, John Ellery died late in 1845 or early in 
1846. His little daughter Esther was about seven years old at 
the time. His wife Adeline was restless for months after his 
death and made a trip to New York in the summer of 1846. Accord- 
ing to the custom of the day she was dressed in deep mourning, 
black crepe dress, black hat, veil, gloves, and shoes. Her 
mournful costume did not hide her beauty, however, for her | 


remarkable appearance attracted the attention of several gentle- 





26.Ibid. 
27.Ibid. 
28.Ibid. 
29.Ibid. 
30. Ibid. 


hh 
. ong oo cya Me ia 
otw ,erote [feeeuh bus tedeW ,dotae otis ‘26 tod 
noddstbaets oft caw ,dtim@ dtiw qideresdisq at 
etuebleet emse edd oF gakbuoood Of cave Lick to emi 


to {fst .. . egntbfiud to tee gatidmat s esw ‘et vs 

















moot pntnth ble dasb efT . . . . teloverd edt 10% 
cedg bas beomeh eifet yswoy ois aedw ,ytievet to J 
‘Sn piel esw teqque 

os" .gnof execid eect suods asw wos ent sedsey 
scott ®Syegssnort soot bexbraci ono ‘lo etoL oview 

eso de yet yd beeeoto esw dotdw teviz Aoof ede 
tees gnovt of Lellaiee oet stoorse bridT base 


et 
7 


-seceddrom eds 36 stew ,wist tm@ ed beliso ,est0s 
| 0 mrad 9 

nt yftee vo QOL at etel beib yreLla adob ,aoteot al 

ts blo eraey mevee suods exw r9itea sedsgued elds ‘ 
oid tedte addnom tot eeefteor caw onilebA otiw Fa a 
~biooDA .O@OL Yo temme ont ab Wx0Y well od qiad s Chae 
~2alatwom qeeb nt beesoth esw erie yeb eft to moseso od 
seh .2eods bas ,eovolg Liev ,ted doald ,e20tb- on 


od TOt ,tevewod ,ysuscd ted ebid ton bib ompdeos | 


-oljnep Ietevee to noltusdss offs bedositts eonsts0eqgs * 





men, one in particular. This man was General Thomas Jefferson 
Green of North Carolina and Texas. 

Thomas J. Green was born into a land-owning and slave- 
holding family in Warren County, North Carolina. He was educated 
at the University of North Carolina and West Point.2! In 1830 
he married Sarah Wharton of Nashville, Tennessee, and they had 


a son, Wharton Jackson Green, born to them February 28, 1931.32 





Sarah was the daughter of Jesse Wharton of Nashville, who was 

"an able lawyer of large practice," He had been appointed to 
the United States Senate in 1814 and had resigned in 1815 to 

be a candidate for Governor against Joseph McMinn. He was de- 
feated in the campaign, but received a large vote.34 


After Sarah and Thomas Green were married, they lived in 





Florida on a plantation owned by Sarah's father, and there their 
son was born. When Sarah died in 1835, Green sent young Wharton 
to live with relatives while he went to Texas,"arriving there in 
1836.39 Before leaving Florida, Green and another gentleman 
had formed the Texas Land Company and had invested in Texas 


land. 36 With William H. Wharton, John A. Wharton, and Branch T. 


31.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.15. 


32.ibid. p.15. 


33.Bethenia M. Oldham, Tennessee and Te » Clarksville, 
1903, p.119. 
34,. Ibid. 





35.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.16. 


36.William R. Hogan, The Texas Republic, Norman, 1946, p.8&5. 
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Archer, Green became interested in the promotion of the embryo 
town of Velasco.37 A race course was developed at Velasco, and 
Green was president of the local racing club in 1839 as well as 
the "owner of a string of horses which ran successfully in Texas 
and the United States, "38 He was also a large stockholder in 
the Texas Railroad, which was started by Branch Archer. 2? 

In 1842 the Mexicans were again attacking Texas, and a 
Mexican force had plundered San Antonio. Green, who had been 
appointed brigadier general soon after his arrival in Texas, 
volunteered for the retaliatory forces.40 In an expedition 
against the Mexican town of Mier he was made commander of the 
flotilla and the right wing. 41 The Texas group was forced to 
surrender in December, 1942, and the prisoners were marched 
from Mier to Perote, where they were imprisoned. Green escaped 
on July 2, 1843, and made his way back to Texas. Shortly after 


his return he was re-elected to the Texas Congress. 4* 


General Green wrote an account of the expedition and returned 


to the United States shortly before annexation to supervise the 


publication of his manuscript by Harper and Brothers in New York? 


37.Ibid., p.89. 
38.Ibid., p.131. 
39.Ibid., p.98. 


40.Thomas J. Green, Journal of the Texian Expedition Against 
Mier, New York, 1845, p.7/0. 


hl.Ibid., pp.103ff. 
42.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.39. 


43.Ibid., p.50. 
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10 
During one of his trips to New York he stayed at the same hotel 
in which Adeline Ellery sojourned. 

General Green was captivated by the personal attractiveness 
of Mrs. Ellery and after being introduced to her endeavored to 
make her New York visit as pleasant as possible. Ina few days, 
however, he was to leave for Washington. The evening before his 
departure he talked to Mrs. Ellery and proposed to her. She was 
astounded and replied, "General Green, this is impossible. As 
you can see, I am in mourning. My husband has been dead only 
a few months. This is indeed impossible." 

Green answered, "Madam, I assure you I meant no insult. I 
leave in the morning for Washington, and I felt I must offer you 
my hand and my protection before I left. Good evening." 

General Green did go to Washington on the next day. Upon 
arrival at his hotel he was met by a telegram from Mrs. Ellery 
bidding him to return to New York as soon as possible. 44 On 
October 24, 1846, T. J. Green and Adeline Burr Ellery were mar- 
ried at Grace Episcopal Church in New York City.49 Esther 
Ellery, a pretty child of seven, attended her mother's wedding, 
and Green's son Wharton, then fifteen years old, was also pre- 
sent .46 The only others present were a few relatives and inti- 


mate friends. 





4.Family Tradition. Told by Miss M. Catherine Huske in an 
interview with the writer, March 26, 1959. 


45.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.59. 


46.Ibid., p.59. 
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11 
Young Green was pleased with his father's marriage and 


later said of his stepmother: 





She was of the kindliest, gentlest nature that I have almost 
ever known. For eight and thirty years thereafter, she was my 
mother . .. . Although much given to society, her charity was 
universal and unbounded ... . She and my father were almost 
of the same age (44), and of remarkable congeniality of tastes. 
Most of the time was passed in travel and at hotels. 

Little did any of those present realize the influence that 
this wedding was later to have on their lives and the life of 
Adeline's niece, little Addie E. Burr of Illinois. 

In the next few years, in Como, Illinois, two more children 
were born to James and Caroline Burr, Hetty in 1847, and Charles 
in 1850,48 Before the birth of these two, James had built anoth- 
er house for his increasing family. It was a large square house 
with an entrance hall, stairway, bedroom, parlor, sitting-room, 
dining room, and kitchen on the first floor. There were more 


bedrooms upstairs and both front and back porches. 49 The old 


cabin was made into a barn and other out buildings were located 





near-by, 20 / 
In 1850 James Burr harvested his crops and left Illinois 
for the East. He must have left Como in November or very early 


December, for he arrived in New York City on December 15) 7e50>* 


bY Ibid., p59. 
L8.Brent, Whiteside County, p.256. 








49.Memoranda by Miss E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 
50.Ibid. 


51.Unsigned letter to Adeline Ellery Green, New York, December 
15, 1850. The David Davis Papers. 
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B2 
By December 22 he had reached his sister Adeline's home at 
Jamaica hichicn. Massachusetts. ?* 
Burr's intention was to continue his journey from there to 
California. This was during the days of the gold rush when 
thousands flocked to the western gold fields. The cry of gold 


and the promise of sudden wealth was bewitching. Men swarmed to 





California like bees. 

No doubt Burr was tempted by the tales of great wealth 
which drifted back from the far this but it is more than likely 
that he was most influenced by the fact that his sister's hus- 
Beac:, General erlees had gone to California and was still there. 
Burr corresponded with his sister and was thus almost certain to 
have been aware of the General's location. 

Green had gone to California in 189, and once there he 
accumulated a large amount of land and helped to lay out and 
promote the towns of Oro and Vallejo. Eventually he entered 


California politics, becoming a member of the legislature of ) 





that territory.°4 
When James Burr left New York for California by ship in 


January, 1851, he instructed his wife by letter to address his 








52.James Burr to Caroline Burr, Jamaica Plains, December 22, 
1850. David Davis Papers. 


53.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.400. 


54.Ibid., p.400. 
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13 
mail in care of General Green at San Jose or Vallejo, Califor- 
nia.?? In the same letter he told her that he had sent her some 
money and that she must contact Adeline whenever she needed more. 
Behind him in Illinois James had left his land, his home, his 


wife, and four small children. The oldest child was Addie, soon 


| 

: 
to have her eighth birthday. 

On his way west Burr went by steamer to Panama where he 
crossed the isthmus on mule back. He arrived by ship at San 
Francisco on February 25, 1851, after a twenty-six day passage 
from Panama, °° 

On March 3 he wrote his wife that General Green had suc- 
ceeded in getting him appointed Port Warden for the Port of 
Vallejo at an undetermined salary.?/ Burr was soon disillusion- 
ed about California and wrote: 

What I have seen of California I cannot say I like it very ) 
much . .. it is very expensive living and traveling about and 
the price of labor is not in proportion... . Here we see 
all sorts of people and some pretty hard cases. The gambling 
houses at San Francisco are a curiosity, a large hall with a 


band of music, some dozen tables aaa with gold and silver, 
a great many ladies engaged in them.? 





55.James Burr to Caroline Burr, January, 1851. David Davis 
Papers. 


56.James Burr to Caroline Burr, San Jose, February 26, 1851. 
David Davis Papers, 


57.James Burr to Caroline Burr, San Jose, March 3, 1851. David 
Davis Papers. 


58.James Burr to Caroline Burr, Benecia, March 12, 1851. David 
Davis Papers. 
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For several months Burr worked at various jobs barely mak- _ 

ing expenses. Taking General Green's advice, he and several | 
other men went into the mountains to cut wild oats, which were 
selling for a high price. He prospected a little at the same | 
time and wrote, "I am dirty as a pig, lousy and everything else. 


I wish Capt. Simpson would write and tell me where he found his 





gold for I will be damned if I can find any,"°9 
Occasionally Burr received a letter from his little daughter 


Addie, and he wrote to her: 


I write you these few lines to inform you that your old Pap 
is yet alive and well and hope this will reach and find you 
enjoying the same good blessings. I want you to be a good girl 
and mind your mother. Go to school regular and learn fast so 
you can teach your little sisters and brother, and write me 
everything your Mother does. I don't see any little girls here 
except some little indians, and it makes me homesick sometimes. 
Oh how I want to see you all. I have got lots of stories to tell 
you when I come home. | 





From your Father 
James M. Burr6O 
In spite of his disappointment in California, Burr remained 
there and bought a town lot in Vallejo. At the same time he 
wrote Caroline that he would come home for his family the fol- 


lowing spring and move them to California if Vallejo was made 


59.J. Burr to C. Burr, In the Mountains, June 25, 1851. 
David Davis Papers. 


60.J. Burr to Addie E. Burr, September 12, 1651. David Davis 
Papers. 
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its capital,61 Early in 1852 he began prospecting at Kelsey's 
Dry Diggings near Coloma. At first, he had little luck pros- 
pecting and wrote that it was "easy to get a little gold but hard 
to get much "62 

By spring Caroline had become discouraged and told her hus- 
band that she was greatly in need of money. He replied that she 
must write to his sister for the needed funds. A little later 
Caroline informed Burr that she had rented the farm, but wanted 
him to come home whether he had any gold or not.©3 Burr's dread 
of returning home empty-handed kept him at work, but he promised 
his wife that he would return the following spring. Early in 
1853 his luck changed and he began to realize a small profit 
from his claim. In March he wrote: 

If I can sell out I shall come. It may be in April or may 
not be until May ... . I send you by this mail another draft 
of fifty dollars. I have sent you my pretty face, a handsome 
breast pin, three drafts of fifty dollars epee and want you to 
write me whether you received them or not. 

The picture Captain Burr sent home can be found in the 


David Davis papers. It shows him as a prospector, dressed in 


61.J. Burr to C. Burr, Vallejo, December 29, 1851. David 
Davis Papers. 


62.J. Burr to C. Burr, Kelsey's Dry Diggings, April 25, 1852. 
David Davis Papers. 


63.J..Burr to C. Burr, — s Dry Diggings, August 15, 1852. 
David Davis Papers. 


64.3. Burr to C. Burr, Kelsey's Dry Diggings, March 13, 1853. 
David Davis Papers. 
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16 
what must have been his work ctothes. He was short, slim and 
had a long dark beard. He wore a battered, turned-up felt hat 
and had a clay pipe between his teeth. In his left hand was a 
pickax while his right held a tin, wire-bottomed pan like those 
used for washing and panning gold. 

In late March, 1853, James Burr sold his mining claim 
interest for $350 and began his journey home. By April 1 he was 
on board the steamer Cortés in route to Panama.°5 The ship 
reached Panama by April 15, and Burr was robbed while again 
sie Ss Sin, the is thmus Oo} 72 on ray Je, back 0° | The —_— o rakes il was a/mos? 
almost immediately and anlage there on May 5, 1853, having been 
absent more than two years. 

Burr's family rejoiced to have him home again, while friends 
and neighbors called to ask questions and welcome their returned 
friend.©7 After a weekend of rest and rejoicing, the Burr house- 
hold returned to normal, and James Burr resumed his work on the 
farm. 

While her father had been in California, little Addie had 
obeyed her father's wishes and had "minded her mother." She 
had helped care for the younger children and had been a good 


student at the Como school. One of her early teachers wrote to 


65.3. Burr, Journal of a Trip to California, April 1, 1853. 
David Davis Papers. 


66.J. Burr, Journal of a Trip to California, April 16, 1853. 
David Davis Papers. 


67.J. Burr, Journal, May 8, 1853. 
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a7 
Mrs. Burr years later and said, "From one who loved Addie years _ 
ago when she was her bright and more than intelligent pupil. Me 
thinks I see her now with rosy cheeks, large liquid eyes, her 
lessons w@ll learned and always so obedient, 68 
About a year after Burr's homecoming, he and his wife had 


a son, Bllery.©9 Again in 1860, Caroline gave birth to a son, 





William, her seventh and last child.70 

Shortly before Captain Burr's return, General Green had come — 
home to Boston. By this time his son Wharton had come of age. | 
Like his father, Wharton had been at West Point but did not grad- 
uate there. He had left to study law at the University of 
Wirginia, 





After Green's return he and his wife travelled, vacationing 
at White Sulphur Springs, Washington, and Saratoga Springs. Parts 
of each year were spent at Adeline's home at Jamaica Plains and 
at General Green's plantation, Esmeralda, near Warrenton, North 
Carolina. /+ Frequently they were accompanied by Adeline's 
daughter Esther and Esther's first cousin, Addie B. Currier of 
Massachusetts. Addie Currier was the daughter of Adeline's sis- 


ter, the former Miss Harriet Burr./* Esther and her cousin, 


68.0. G. Barrett to C. Burr, October 23, 1882. The Adeline 
(Burr) Davis Green Papers. 


69.Brent, Whiteside County, p.256. 
70.Ibid., p.256. 


71.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.42. 








72.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer, March 
26, 1959. 
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18 
almost the same age, attended the same school for young ladies 
in New York City. 73 

Young Wharton spent his free time with the Greens also, and 
he and his stepsister became good friends. In course of time 
they became more than friends and were married on May kh, 1858.74 
The wedding took place at Esmeralda and "after the ceremony my 
wife and self at once took the train for New York, with her cou- 
sin, Miss Adeline Currier, accompanying us. A month later we 


took a steamer, 'The Africa,' for an extended tour abroad."7/75 


Wharton was then twenty-seven years old and Esther about nineteen 


or twenty. Their young cousin Addie Ellery Burr of Illinois, 
who was later to be an important figure in both their lives, 
was fifteen. 

Wharton, his bride, and Addie Currier toured Europe and 
Egypt, remaining abroad for several months. They returned to 
the United States in 1859, going first to New York and then to 
Boston. While they were at Jamaica Plains, their first child, 
Sarah Wharton, was born on July 19, 1859.76 When the baby was 
a month old they took her to their North Carolina home, Esmeral- 


da, in Warren County.77 


73 «Ibid. 

74.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.1l4l. 
75.ibid., p.lkl. 

76.Ibid., p.152. 

77-Ibid., p.152. 
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Chapter II 
SCHOOL BELLS AND WAR DRUMS / 


Addie Burr spent the years of her childhood in the little 





village of Como, Illinois. Her mother was pleasant and kind to 
both her family and her neighbors. Years later an old family 
friend referred to Mrs. Burr as "that queen of women who made 
happy days for other children as well as her own. tt 

Addie and her brothers and sisters attended the Como school. 
It was a large, white frame building with a small cupola in which 
hung the school bell.* The entire family, along with most of 
the other villagers, attended the Como Congregational Church. 
It also was a white frame building, one story high, with a stee- 


ple and a church bell.? | 





1.Undated newspaper clipping. Burr Family Papers. 
2ePhotograph. Burr Family Papers. 





3.Ibid. 





II ttetqsdo 
eMUAG AAW GHA @.1J8& JOOHOS 


elseet edd at boodblido asd to ersey offs cnege 
od boid bas taseselq esw tedgom teH .etontifl , 


ylime? blo ae astel exseY .etoddgten teri, bas ¥ 













obem ofw comow to neeup gadis" es tiwe .ciM of & 19% 

In wo ted es [Lew es aerbitdo zerido 0% 2 

loose omod efd bebmesés etotete bas etedvord ter bas @ 
dotdy at efoqio Llama s détw antbilud emer? e¢idw gamle 

to seom déiw gnolfe ,.vylimsi extéae eciT S.Lfed Loose ot 

-dousnid Lanoltagetanod omod edd? bebneszs etogslliv teil 

-osde s ddiw ,daid yrove eno ,antbitud emast esidw s Bw 
C, {fed dowmds s 


ee1eqesd ylimel tw .gntqatlo teqaeqewen by 
eerteqsd yiimet rie. 


Mi, 
cq } is 
on rr an a anna” ae - . : 
{ se 7 
ie | | e ¢ 





20 | 


Church attendence, school, home and farm chores left the Burr 
children time for picnics on the near-by river, church socials, | 
and school programs. The "Old Tavern" was the frequent scene of 
suppers and dances at which many of the Como youngsters and 
their elders were present. 

Young Addie Burr was a pretty child. By her sixteenth 
birthday, she had become a beautiful girl. She had brown eyes 
and dark brown hair, which she wore pulled back and caught up 
in a bun at the nape of her neck. She had fine features and a 
rosy complexion, and though she was never very tall, her figure 
was good. 34 Most of the time she wore highnecked, longsleeved 


dresses. According to custom, Addie stylishly pierced her ears 


and wore earrings. 





In the summer of 1859, Captain and Mrs. Burr, accompanied 
by sixteen year old Addie, made a long trip to New England. 
They probably traveled by both stage and train. Addie wrote in 
her diary on August 6, 1859, that she, her mother, and her father 
had visited Portsmouth, New Hampshire.4 Mrs. Burr had been born 
and reared in Portsmouth. During this visit Addie met most of | 
her mother's family for the first time. After visiting their 


relatives and friends in New England, James and Caroline Burr 





3a.Photographs. Burr Family Papers. 


4.Copied by Addie D. Green from her diary into an undated 
letter written to E. Carolyn Burr years later. Burr Family / 
Papers. 
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returned to Illinois. Addie was left at Boston in the care of | 
her aunt, Mrs. General Green, | 
Soon Addie was enrolled in a school in Cambridge, where she ) 
studied for several years. The exact subjects Addie studied 
are unknown, but she later showed a marked ability in reading and 
writing French and a considerable knowledge of literature and 
music. Addie's favorite school friend seemed to be a Boston girl 
named Bessie Moriarty. The two girls formed a warm and lasting 
friendship. 
Mrs. General Green and her family spent much of the summer 
of 1860 at White Sulphur Springs, a fashionable health resort.© 
Young Addie was included in the family group and met her cousins, 
Esther (Mrs. General Green's daughter), Wharton Green (Esther's 
husband and Mrs. Green's stepson), and Addie B. Currier (daughter 


of Mrs. Green's sister Harriet). Addie Currier accompanied the 


Greens everywhere. 

At the end of the summer Addie returned to school at Cam- 
bridge. Soon she attended Boston's largest social event of the 
1860 season. The Prince of Wales, the son of Queen Victoria, 


was touring Canada and the United States. In October, 1860, 





5.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr family Papers. A 
relative of Miss E. Carolyn Burr's reports in a letter to Miss 
Burr, April 24, 1959, that Addie also attended Miss Cornegy's 
school in New York City. Miss Burr sent this letter to the 
writer, June 26, 1959. 


6.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.152. 
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22 
amid much fanfare and exibcendat., he visited Boston; where a 
great ball was held for him at the Boston Theater. Addie and her 
school friend Bessie} excused from school for the decasién| were 
present at the ball.’ Addie's program, which gives information 
about the sia, still exists. On one of its pages she wrote, 
"Bessie Moriarty and I attended the Ball given to the Prince in 


Boston and stayed all night in Hancock House zs” At that time 





Hancock House was owned by Bessie's uncle, a descendent of 
John Hancock. ? 


The ball was a grand event. Carriages were lined up for 





blocks outside the theatre waiting to deposit ladies and gentle- 
men at the entrance. There were seventy musicians hired for the 
Ey and an elaborate buffet supper was served at midnight. 
When the Prince entered the ballroom at twenty-five minutes to 
eleven, there were eighteen hundred ladies present. All of these 
ladies wore the most elaborate ruffled and lace dresses. Many 


wore diamond and emerald necklaces, earrings, and tiaras.l° ‘The ) 





ball was over about three or four o'clock the next morning. Addie 


and Bessie spent the rest of the morning resting at Hancock House. 





%.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 





&8.The American Tour of the Prince of Wales, Boston, 1860, 


9.Ibid. 


10.Undated newspaper clipping. Burr Family Papers. 
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23 
Years later, the two girls still talked of the event in their 
letters to each other. 

When the Civil War began Addie was at Cambridge, but her 
Aunt- Adeline was with General Green in North Carolina. He had 
long cnaagriimced and talked about the probability of a war between 
the states and was determined to stay at his old home near War- 
renton. Wharton, Esther, and their child were also at Esmeralda. 
Addie Currier was a member of the group too, having remained to 
be near Esther, her cousin and friend. Esther had always been 
frail and frequently ill. Consequently, Addie Currier spent 
most of her time taking care of little Sarah. It was later said 
that "Addie Currier was a mother to Sarah,"11 

Addie Burr remained at school in New England throughout most 
of the war. Her immediate family was relatively undisturbed, for 
the ages of her father and brothers kept them out of the army. 

The situation in the Green family was quite different. It 
immediately became necessary for General Green's wife to go to 
Boston to look after her business interests there. Realizing 
that living conditions would be better in Boston than in North 
Carolina, Wharton Green urged his wife Esther to accompany her 
mother north. Esther refused, declaring that her sympathy and 
loyalty favored the South. 12 Meanwhile Wharton enlisted in the 


11.Memoranda by Miss E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 


12.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.6l. 
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2 
Warren Guards as a private and was soon made a Colonel in the Le- 
gion of General Henry A. Wise.13 He then went to work to raise 
his own regiment, but was ordered to Wilmington, N. C. before the 
job was completed. In a few days Green and his command were sent 
to Roanoke Island, North Carolina. They arrived there on Febru- 
ary 8, 1862, just as the island was surrendered to Union General 
Ambrose Burnside./4 Taken Prisoner, Wharton was paroled and ex- 
changed in several months. Wharton's Wegro servant, Guilford, 
accompanied his master to Roanoke Island. Afraid that he would 
not be allowed to accompany Wharton to prison, Guilford cried 
bitterly when his master was captured. He caused Wharton great 
embarrassment when he exclaimed loudly, "the Lord knows he 
{wharton } never did know how to take care of himself."15 When 
Wharton was paroled and sent home, the old Megro followed him 
joyfully. 

After his exchange several months later, Wharton went to 
Richmond for orders. He was relieved of his command.16 Wharton 
returned to Warrenton and was later assigned to General Junius 
Daniel's brigade. The brigade participated in the battle at 
Kinston, North Carolina, in May 1863.17 The next month Wharton 





13.Ibid., p.15h. 
14.Ibid., pp.157-158. 
15.Ibid., p.159. 
16.Ibid., p.168. 
17.Ibid., p.259. 
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25 
crossed the Potomac and continued into Maryland with Daniel's 
brigade.18 Lee's northern invasion had begun. Wharton was: 
wounded at Gettysburg. Traveling slowly with the other wounded 
during the retreat from Gettysburg, he was captured .l9 After 
several days of marching he was placed in a hospital. Later 
Wharton was transferred to Fort McHenry, then to Fort Delaware, 


He was finally imprisoned in an officer's prison at Johnson's 





Island, Ohio.*? For the next twenty-two months he remained a 
prisoner at Johnson's Island. 

During the war young Addie Burr continued her education, 
spending her summers and holidays with relatives. Much of her 
vacation time was spent with Mrs. General Green who, having re- 


turned from North Carolina, was residing at Jamaica Plains. In 





June, 1862, Addie again visited her relatives in New Hampshire 
returning to Boston on June 17.24 

In December, 1863, General Thomas J. Green died at his North 
Carolina home and was buried in a corner of the garden,.* Whar- | 
ton was in prison in Ohio and could not come home for his funeral. 
Whether or not Mrs. Green was present is unknown, but it is un- | 


likely that she was able to gain permission to come through both 


the Federal and Confederate lines. 





18.Ibid., pp.171-174. 
19.Ibid., pp.177-178. 
20. Ibid ©» pp.180-182 e 


21.Copied by Addie D. Green from her diary into an undated 
letter to E. Carolyn Burr. 





22.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.43. 
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26 
The death of General Green left the responsibilities of the 


Warrenton plantation on the shoulders of young Addie B. Currier. 





Mrs. Green was in Boston, Wharton in prison, and Esther was not 
well. Though young, Addie was capable, and she remained at Es- 
meralda throughout the war, supervising the slaves and the plan- 
tation activities.*3 

While he was a prisoner, Wharton occasionally received 
letters from his wife. He received letters from his stepmother 
and young Addie more SrdqneitLy because they were behind the 
Federal lines. Mrs. General a his stepmother, was also able 


to send him money, clothing, and other needed items. Mrs. Green 





and Addie both wrote to other Southern prisoners and sent cloth- 
ing and Bibles to them. 

In January of 1864 Addie received a letter from T. J. Pitch- 
— a North Carolina sal eiicvernigay who was a prisoner at Fort 
Delaware.*4 How the contact between the two was made is unknown, 
but their correspondence continued for more than a year. After | 
she received this ee Addie made a trip to her Illinois home, | 
staying for an unknown period of time. She had returned to Bostm 


before January of the following year, however.2) 


23.See John A. Oates, The Story of Fayetteville, Charlotte, 
1950, p.319. 


24.T. J. Pitchford to Adeline E. Burr, Fort Selawnce, January 
28, 1864. The Thomas Jefferson Green Papers. 


25.W. J. Green to Adeline E. Burr, Johnson's (eieke, June 2h, 
1864. David Davis Papers. 
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The next extant letter from Pitchford to Addie was written 
in December, 1864. He wrote to thank her for a Bible which she 
had sent to him and to ask her to thank Mrs. Green for some 
clothes that she was having made for him.26 During Christmas, 
1864, and early January, 1865, Addie was in New York City. She 
enthusiastically wrote Pilehford about her trip and his reply, 
came, "I was pleased to hear that you enjoyed your trip to the 
Empire City. I imagine you could enter into the gaities of the 
season with peculiar zest, inasmuch as that horrid boarding school 
had so long debarred you from such an indulgence ."* Pitchford's 
next letter was addressed to Addie at the Hoffman House in New 


York City. She had sent him a picture of herself about which | 





he remarked, "I can now understand your fondness for the Empire 
(City. Let your reign be merciful."28 In the same letter he 
asked Addie to send him a few dollars if she had any money to 
spare. 

Pitchford's letters were full of references to his life in 


prison and his misery. He spoke about his wife, his North Caro- 





lina home, and the occasional packages of tobacco that the pris- 
oners got from home. Most often he spoke of his unhappiness as 


a prisoner and his fervent desire to return to his home.*? In 


26.Pitchford to A. E. Burr, Ft. Delaware, December 20, 1864. 
Green Papers. 


27.Pitchford to A. E. Burr, Ft. Delaware, January 11, 1865. 
Green Papers. 


28.Pitchford to A. E. Burr, Ft. Delaware, February 9, 1865. 
Green Papers. 





29.Pitchford to A. E. Burr, Ft. Delaware, December, 1864, to 
April, 1865. Green Papers and The Thomas Jefferson Green Papers. 
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28. 
appreciation for Addie's kindness, Pitchford sent her a prison- 
made ring and wrote to her at the same time saying, "I am truly 
rejoiced to hear that Colonel Green has at last succeeded in 
being exchanged. If I thought that such a long imprisonment was 


in store for me I should consider myself in purgatory at once." 


Wharton Green was indeed released in the last exchange group be- 
fore the surrender at Appomattox and was soon at home with his 
family. 

Lieutenant Pitchford's last letter to Addie in which he said 
that he hoped to see her in North Carolina was written on April | 
23, 1865.32 He was not the only soldier to whom Addie had been | 
kind. Two years later she received a letter from Grab Orchard, 


Kentucky, from Joseph P, Davis who said, "Doubtless you will won- 





der, who in Kentucky knows a weeks Tis one to whom you were so 
kind while in Prison at Point Lookout. I have often wished to 
see the lady whose heart prompted her to send to a prisoner of 
war in her country the 'Bible' as a gift. May I hear from you 
that I may pay you for your kindness?"33 Addie answered his let- 


ter and received a reply in November which stated, "I was not a 


30.Pitchford to A. E. Burr, Fort Delaware, February 28, 1865. 
Green Papers. 


31.Green, Recollections and Reflections, pp.194-195. 


32.Pitchford to A. E. Burr, Fort Delaware, April 23, 1865. 
Green Papers. 


33.Joseph P. Davis to A. E. Burr, October 19, 1867. Green 
Papers. 
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ee 
little delighted to learn you have visited the 'sunny South' and 

pleased I hope not altogether with its clime but favorably im- 
pressed with its inhabitence also. And I would that you were not 
almost but altogether ‘one of our people.'"34 He requested per- 
mission to continue their correspondence, stating that he was un- 


married and was employed as a teacher at Crab Orchard, Kentucky.» 





His request was probably not granted, for there are no other let- 
ters from him found in the Green, Davis, or Burr Papers. 

Addie's visit to the ‘Sunny South’ as mentioned by Davis 
was probably made after the war. It is certain that Mrs. Green 
made a trip to Warrenton as soon as possible after the surrender 
at Appomattox, and Addie probably accompanied her, for Mrs. Green 
never liked to travel alone. By then Addie had finished school, 
though there is no indication waa she received a diploma or a 
degree. 

Later in the summer of 1865, Addie returned to her home in 
Illinois, where she remained until 1867. 











34.Joséeph P. Davis to A. E. Burr, November 28, 1867. Green 
Papers. 





35.Ibid. 
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Chapter III 
A FAIRYLAND EXISTENCE 


After the Civil War Addie Currier remained with her Aunt 


Adeline, accompanying her wherever she went. Miss Currier was 





married in 1867, however, and Mrs. General Green was left without 
her traveling companion. Her husband was dead, Wharton and 
Esther had a new baby, and Addie Currier's marriage left Mrs. 
Green virtually alone. She did not like to travel unaccompanied. 
Consequently, Mrs. Green wrote her brother James Burr and asked 
him to send his daughter Addie to stay with her.+ For Addie, it 
was a golden opportunity. Once again Addie came East. Como was 
never again to be her home, though she occasionally returned for 
visits. 

The next decade of Addie's life seems like a fairy story. 


Accompanying her wealthy and society-minded aunt, Addie spent 








1.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer. March 
26, 1959. 
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the seasons at the most fashionable resorts and hotels. White 





Sulphur Springs and Saratoga Springs were their favorite summer 
haunts. 

White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, was the most popular 
and the most celebrated health resort in the South. It was not 
far from either Washington or Richmond, and the train went right 


to the front gate. Beautiful mountain scenery added to its at- 





traction. The main building at White Sulphur was the large 
Grand Central Hotel, but rows of neat, white cottages stretched 
out on all sides.2 The springs, each with different mineral 
content, were thought to have healing value. Invalids flocked 
to White Sulphur to be cured, but most of the guests were the 
gay, the wealthy, and the fashionable. All the women were belles, 
or wanted to be, and the Springs was considered the best husband- 
hunting territory in the land.3 

Life at Saratoga Springs, New York, was similar to that at 


White Sulphur. About one hundred eighty miles north of New York 





City, Saratoga was accessible by train. Older and larger than 
White Sulphur, Saratoga had some thirty hotels and numerous 
boarding houses. The largest hotel, the Union, accomodated six- 
teen hundred guests. There were a dozen or more springs and count- 


less shady walks, drives, and parks. Near-by was the Saratoga 





2.Virgil Lewis, West Virginia, Charleston, W. Va., n.d., Pe2550 





3.Perceval Reniers, The Springs of Virginia, Chapel Hill, 
N. C., ppe217=222, : 
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Race Course for those with sporting blood. The springs, race 





course, and other attractions brought thousands to Saratoga 
Springs each year.4 

Addie and Mrs. General Green passed the summers at Saratoga 
and White Sulphur and spent much of each winter at Washington. 
The Washington social season came when Congress was in session. 
The rest of their time was spent in New York City, Boston, and 
North Carolina. Mrs. Green was a restless person and after a 
month or two at each place she was eager to go elsewhere. The 
two would repack their trunks, and off they would go, attended 
by their Negro servants. 


The ladies traveled so much that they came to be recognized 





and welcomed wherever they went. Addie, then in her middle twen- 





ties, beautiful, intelligent, and charming, was very popular. 
At each spot their days were filled calling on old friends, mak- 
ing new acquaintances, and planning where they would go next. 
Their evenings, especially Addie's, were spent at dinner dances, 
masked balls, formal dinners, and tea parties. 

In New York City the two ladies were nearly always to be 
found at the Hoffman House, in Washington at the National Hotel. 
Addie and Mrs. Green spent more than ten happy years traveling. 


During those years they became acquainted with many of the most 





prominent and socially distinguished people in the eastern United 
States. 


4.Gazeteer and Business Directo f Saratoga Coun New 
o7-1be- ; 


York for 1871. Syracuse, 1871, pp. 
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35 
During one of their winters at the National Hotel in Washing- 


ton, they met Judge and Mrs. David Davis of Bloomington, Illinois. 


| 
The Davises were residing at the same hotel. Mrs. Davis liked | 
Addie and requested her to call. The card which she sent to 
Addie states, "Mrs. David Davis to Miss A. E. Burr. Mrs. Davis 
would like to see you at her room at one o'clock."> The year 
that this acquaintance began is unknown. Addie must have seen 
the Davises frequently that season, however, because, in later 
years, Judge Davis told his son that Mrs. Davis had loved Addie 
very much .© 

Judge David Davis was a tall, handsome, gray-haired man, who 
wore a small, neat beard. He was large framed, but he was also 
excessively corpulent, ’ Davis was born in Cecil County, Maryland, 
in 1815. He went to school there, attended an academy in Dela- 
ware, and was graduated from Kenyon College in 1832. He studied 
law at Yale and in the offices of Judge Henry Bishop of Lenox, 
Massachusetts. He was admitted to the bar in 1835. On October 
30, 1838, Davis married Sarah Walker of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, 
who was "a lady possessed of considerable fortune and who con- 


tributed very much to her husband's career."9 


5-Calling Card. Burr Family Papers. 


6.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Bloomington, Ill., October 6, 
1882. Green Papers. 


7ePhotograph. Green Papers. 


8.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, N. C., 
June, 1927. The James H. Rice, Jr. Papers. 


9.The National Cyclopedia of American Biography, New York, 
feet, vol, il, Deh7he 


EE . 
-natdesW at LetoK fenotsst edt ge ex)eda hr stedt to om 
wetontfi{l ,notgatmool@ to sived bivad 21M bre ent 


























bexti efved .siM .fedon emae ods ge gutbieor 
o¢ toee ore dotnw bieo etT .fiso o¢ 19 beve , 


, 


tved .euM 22 .G@ A eeiM o¢ efved bived 2 ork 


Loy 


xsey ont Cm, aoofo'o eno ts moon ref ds soy 6087 
teee evel Jeum of bbA . mworsicus et nseyed sonscnk | 
sodel mE ,eeusosd ,revewor ,sorsee Jad yidceup 


etbbA bevol bed eived .em sends soe etd bios ek 


¥ 


a 
ow ,aem betiedeys13 ,emoebued ,[{st s saw efved bE 


ouls eaw en gud ,bemsitt esrel ssw oH .busod Jon fl 
oreivisM ,ydtawod Ltoed al siod eaw efved \ ters five 
-sfisG at ymebsos as bsbnessts ,orerit Loodoe of sucw a 
botbude of .SESL mi egell[od noyned mort hbedsubary 
.xoned to qorlets yinell eyhbul to eeolitto end at 
sedodoO aQ .2€8f at xsd sdt of bedstimbs eswosH W 
etteentioseeaM ,bfettetsit to tetisW deis® befrrem ely, 
-noo ofw bas esauti0t eldsrebtanoo to beecse8og ¥ 
Rn ses. ethnsdeud ted ot-doum 


2 ae 


~exoqs? yiimel vin — 


, tedoso0 , £11 ,nodgnimooLs , rw .2 ofbbA of Shvad t 
-eteqed 


.s1eqsi see1D iq _ ‘ 


,-0 A ,elLivessoyst ,.1b ,eotf .H eomsl oF neem .C 
ereqet oth 00k wher apy beg: ra 


DiroY well .yetonmo@ nsetiems 36 Btbegolsye Leng, 
| he 


’ . 
ial as aoe 








34 


The young couple located in Pekin, Illinois, but soon moved | 
to Bloomington because of Mrs. Davis's ill health. Davis became | 
a member of the Illinois legislature in 1844 at the age of twenty- 
nine. In 1847 he was a delegate to the state constitutional 
convention and was elected judge of the Eighth Judicial District 
by the district voters in 1848 and 1855.19 

While he was a judge, Davis and Abraham Lincoln became 
friends. They rode circuit together over fourteen counties. In 


the 1858 senatorial election Judge Davis supported his friend 





Lincoln against Stephen A. Douglas. Davis, a delegate-at-large 
to the Republican National Convention of 1860, was the leader of 
the Lincoln supporters. According to Wilson, Davis out-talked | 
and outdealt the Sewardites to obtain the nomination for Lincoln 
Upon Lincoln's election to the Presidency, Davis became one of his 
advisors and accompanied him to Washington in 1861.12 After a 
year in Washington, Lincoln appointed Judge Davis to the Supreme 
Court. 

When the President was assassinated, Davis received the fol- 
lowing wire from Robert Lincoln, "Please come at once to Washing- | 


ton and take charge of my father's affairs."13 Judge Davis 


10.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, N. C., 
June, 1927. Rice Papers. 


11.Rufus R. Wilson, Intimate Memories of Lincoln, Elmira, N. Y., 
1945, p19k. 


- 12.John G. Nicolay and John Hay, Abraham Lincoln: A History, 
New York, 1890, p.290. 
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qualified as administrator for the Lincoln estate, which was 
finally settled in 1868. The value of the estate increased while 
it was under his control, and he claimed no fee or expense 
charge from the Lincoln family.14 

In 1872 Judge Davis was nominated for the Presidency by the 
Labor Reform Party. He is thought to have accepted in the hope 
of receiving the same nomination at the coming Liberal Republican 
Convention in Cincinnati. Greely was nominated by the Liberal 
Republicans, however, and Davis withdrew as the Labor Reform 
nominee.+5 

The year 1876 saw Davis elected Senator from Illinois. He 
resigned from the Supreme Court and took his Senate seat on March 
4, 1877. For fifteen years he had served as an Associate dustice 
of the Supreme Court. Two years later, in 1879, Mrs. Davis died. 
She and Judge Davis had two children, a son George, and a daugh- 
ter Sarah.l® 

The winter that Addie Burr first met and became friends 
with Judge and Mrs. Davis is unknown. It was probably before 
Davis became a Senator. This is uncertain, however, for he was 


nearly always known as Judge Davis. That winter when Addie and 


14.Ibid. r) pp.139-141 e 


15.The Dictionary of American Biography. New York, 1928-1958, 
a 5 opelile So see Whitney, Life on Circuit With Lincoln, 
p.&3. 


16.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, N. C., 
June, 1927. Rice Papers. 
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Mrs. Green left their new friends in Washington, they were not 
to see either of them again for several years, 

At Esmeralda Esther Green's health had grown steadily worse, 
and she had practieally become an invalid, requiring much care 
and attention. Consequently, her mother and Addie spent more and 
more time in North Carolina each year. Addie's sweet disposition 
and gentle ways endeared her to the Green family, while the two 
youngest children, Carrie, and Mabel, the baby of the family, 
looked upon her as their second mother, 

When he returned to North Carolina after the Civil War, 
Wharton had taken over the supervision of the Warren County plan- 
tation. His father had left him a considerable amount of proper- 
ty in Texas, and it became necessary for him to inspect it in 
1865. He went to Texas in September of that year, having obtain- 
ed a pass from Federal Headquarters in Raleigh.17 After return- 
ing home he was a delegate to the National Democratic Conventions 
in 1868 and 1876.18 

By 1880 Green had become interested in a large plantation 
called Tokay Vineyard, located four miles north of Fayetteville, 


North Carolina. He and his wife bought the plantation, moving 





17.Pass signed by Major General Ruger, United States Army, 





Raleigh, N. C., September 19, 1865, Thomas Jefferson Green Papers, 


18.Biographical History of North Carolina, Greensboro, 1905, 
vol. i, p.123. 
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37 
there on November 27, 1880.19 Green immediately began to improve 


the place, first enlarging the house. When finished, it was a 
large, rambling, one-story frame house situated in a grove of 
huge old oaks. There was a large entrance hall which contained 
a fireplace in both the front and back. The rest of the house 
consisted of a formal parlor, sitting room, library, dining room, 
kitchen, guest room, several other bedrooms, and quarters for the 
servants.*0 "Its interior was filled with paintings, massive 
furniture, and rare bric-a-brac gathered by Colonel Green abroad, 
while the literary taste of the owner was shown by the possession 
of one of the best private libraries in the South,"41l 

When Esther and Wharton moved to Tokay in 1880, Mrs. Green 
kept the plantation near Warrenton, but she and Addie could be 
found at Tokay more often than at Warrenton. In the summer of 
1881 the two ladies spent several weeks at Saratoga, where they 
renewed their acquaintance with Judge David Davis. Davis, whose 
wife had died in 1879, had recently been ill and was recovering 
at Saratoga. The Judge called on Addie and Mrs. Green frequently 
that season and fell in love with Addie, but he let her leave the 


resort without stating his affection. More than a year later he 


19.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.8. 
20.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 
21.The Farmer and Mechanic, Raleigh, N. C., March 2, 1883, p.2. 
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explained his silence saying, "Ah! This poor health last season- 
that was the only cause of my letting you go ‘unspoken to' from 
Saratoga. And yet there is a law of compensation for everything-- 
Had it not been for my poor health I should not have been in 
Saratoga, and, had I not been in Saratoga, I should not in all 
probability have renewed my acquaintance with you."22 

After Addie and Mrs. Green left Saratoga that year, Vice- 
President Chester Arthur acceded to the Presidency after President 
Garfield was assassinated. Davis returned to Washington when the 
forty-seventh Congress convened and was elected President of the 
Senate on December 5, 1881.23 Reading this news in the paper and 
happy for her friend, Addie wrote him a letter of congratulation?4 
Davis was delighted to hear from her, and a correspondence be- 
tween the two was begun. 

In late May or early June of 1882, Addie and Mrs. Green were 
in Baltimore. Though they were there only two days, Judge Davis 
came to et ee Addie and proposed to her.*> She wrote to him 


on June 15 accepting his proposal. Davis was overjoyed, writing 





22.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
September 10, 1882. Green Papers. 


23.Addie Davis Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, N. C., 
June, 1927. Rice Papers. 


24. David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, D. C., January 1, 
1883. Green Papers. 


25.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, June 21, 1882. 
Green Papers. 
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to her later, "You can never fully know how supremely happy your 
letter of June 15 made me . ... It shall be the chief object 


of my life to so care for you and so love you that you will never | 





regret having entrusted your happiness to my keeping. "26 Both 
agreed that their engagement should be kept secret in order to 


avoid publicity. Judge Davis also wished to tell his children 





in person rather than by letter, and he could not return to 
Illinois until September .27 

Mrs. Green and Addie planned to go to Saratoga again in the 
late summer of 1882. Judge Davis was to be there also. Esther 
Green's health grew worse during the summer, however, and the trip 
was cancelled. Then Addie, Colonel Green, and Sarah all wrote 
to Davis inviting him to visit them at Tokay? During that sum- 
mer Davis had other letters from the various members of the Green | 
family. All of them were pleased with the engagement, and little | 
Mabel even sent the Judge some grapes from the vineyard.*9 

Early in August Judge Davis and one of his bachelor friends, 


Judge W. T. Otto, spent a few days at Tokay. The days were 


pleasant ones, and Davis left North Carolina more pleased with 


26.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Saratoga, September 10, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


27iDavid Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, June 21, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


28.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, July 18, 1882. 
Green Papers. 





29.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, July 27, 1882. 
Green Papers. 
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his choice than ever. On August 16 he wrote: 


I have a notion of calling you a 'sunbeam.' This is an appro- > 


priate designation, for you certainly are like a sunbeam to me, 
After I left you yesterday, I was sorry I had not given up my 
West Virginia visit until next week .... It was such a nice 
thing to have you all alone at Tokay .... I begrudged every 
moment when you were necessarily absent. Your heart is pure 
metal, your intellect is good; your manners are sweet, and your 
smile is captivating ... . Your mouth is the most precious 
feature in your face and no one ever had handsomer teeth. It was 
hard to part with you yesterday. In fact I thought at one time 

I should break down.30 


After leaving Tokay Judge Davis went to White Sulphur Springs, 
where he wrote Addie that he hoped to see her in Illinois. "I 


cannot endure the thought of not seeing you until Christmas which 


will be the case unless I see you in Illinois. Do pray persuade 


your Aunt to go there .... It seems to me you ought to go there 


to see your parents, "31 He soon left West Virginia for New York, 
where he bought an engagement ring and sent it to Addie. It was 
a Solitaire diamond engraved "DD to AEB, June 15, 1882," which 
he said was the most expensive jewelry he had ever bought .32 
Davis made his next stop at Saratoga, where he received a 
letter from Sarah Green that indicates how much the Green family 


loved Addie. Davis wrote Addie: 





30.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, August 16, 1882. Green Papers. 


31.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, White Sulphur Springs, August 
17, 1882. Green Papers. 


32.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, New York, August 26, 1882. 
Green Papers. 
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She {sarah} says you deserve to be happy for you are one woman | 
in ten thousands! That you have devoted your life for the past 
fifteen years to others--to her little sisters, her mother, and 
her grandmother--without a thought of self; that you have, besides, 
great culture and refinement, and an unusually amiable and sweet _ 


disposition. And that I cannot imagine how sad it will be for the 
family to give you up... 33 





In spite of their attempts to keep their engagement a secret, 
the newspapers began to speculate on the reason for Judge Davis! 
visit to Tokay. They correctly surmised that Davis had become 
engaged to Miss Burr, but guessed wildly at the wedding date. 
Addie abhorred the publicity, and both of them denied the connec- 
tion. Davis consoled Addie by saying, "Recollect when we are 
married I shall be out of public life and therefore you 'will not 


have to have any more penalties for fame.'"?4 and though rumors 





flew, Judge Davis' friends and relatives asked no questions when 
he made his September visit to Illinois.35 While at home Davis 
informed his two children of his coming marriage to Miss Burr, 
and both expressed their best wishes for their father's happiness?© 


Following the footsteps of his famous father into the polit- — 


ical field, Wharton J. Green was a Congressional candidate in 1882. 


33.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Saratoga, September 10, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


34..David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Bloomington, October 6, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


35.Ibid. 
36.Ibid. 
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42 
After an extensive campaign he was elected to Congress on Novem- 
ber 1l, 1882.37 Judge Davis was delighted by the success of his 
friend and congratulated him warmly. By the end of November the 
two gentlemen were in Washington, where they met frequently. The | 
two had supper together on the evening of December 10 and then, 
as at all their meetings, Wharton told Davis many nice things abat 


Addie.2® On December 13, Davis wrote Addie that he was very 





happy to learn that she would visit Baltimore in January. 39 Un- 
doubtedly this was true, for she had been unable to visit her 
Illinois home that summer, and he had not seen her since his 
journey to Tokay in August. 

Judge Davis spent the Christmas holidays with friends in 
Washington, looking forward to Addie's coming visit. He wrote 
that he was delighted with the afghan which she had knitted and 


sent to him for Christmas.40 He sent her several finely bound 





books, for he knew that she was an avid reader. All through the 
winter he sent her books and magazines, especially copies of the 


Atlantic Monthly.41 | 


37.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.196. 


38.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, December 10, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


39.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, December 13, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


40.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, December 24, 1882. 
Green Papers. 





4l.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 
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When Addie's long awaited visit to Baltimore finally came 
during the second week in January, Sareh Green accompanied her. 
One evening during their visit Judge Davis escorted the two 
ladies to a ball in Washington and introduced them to many of his 
friends.42 After Addie's departure from Baltimore, the newspapers 
became interested and printed numerous items about Judge Davis and 
Addie. Though their engagement had still not been officially 
announced, congratulations poured in from all sides from friends, 
relatives, and well-wishers, while the papers printed all kinds 
of wild rumors about the wedding. Even President Arthur congrat- 
ulated Judge Davis on his good fortune.43 One Philadelphia 
paper stated: 

The presiding officer of the Senate, David Davis, has out- 
distanced all competitors in acts of gallantry, for when the lady 
to whom he is generally conceded to be betrothed left Washington 
on the 20th to return to her home in North Carolina, Senator 
Davis, who spent all his evenings with her while he pe» escorted 
her to the depot although the train left_at 6 A. M. 

Even when Judge Davis' son and daughter-in-law paid a visit to 


Washington in February, many papers declared that the two had 


come to attend his wedding.5 


42.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, January 21, 1883. 
Green Papers. 


43.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, January 23, 18683. 
Green Papers. 


4, An undated clipping pasted on the top of a letter from David 
Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, January 31, 1853. Green 
Papers. 


45.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, February 5, 1883. 
Green Papers. 
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At first Addie considered being married at her father's home 
in Como, Illinois, but this idea was discarded because of Como's 
inaccessibility and the inconvenience of packing and making the 
long journey home. It was decided that the ceremony would take 
place at Tokay. Both Addie and Judge Davis wished to have a 
quiet wedding as private as possible. Davis remarked on the sub- 
ject, "A man of my age [68] marrying (if he has any sense left) 
does not want a large wedding. The thing is abhorrent to me and 


against all my ideas of the fitness of things. "46 


The wedding 
was planned for March and was to take place as soon as possible 
after Judge Davis resigned from the Senate. 

On February 5, Davis wrote Addie that Wharton had offered 
him the hospitality of Tokay for himself and any friends that he 


might care to pring.47 As the month of February sped by the 


Judge wrote to Addie almost every day, often in the midst of 





Senate debate, and sent her a book for her birthday on Febru- 
ary 2648 

When March finally arrived Davis hurried about finishing his 
business in Washington, while the final, frantic shopping and 


wedding preparations took place at Fayetteville and Tokay. On 


46.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Bloomington, October 6, 1882. 
Green Papers. 


47.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, February 5, 1883. 
Green Papers. 


48.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, February 22, 1883. 
Green Papers. 
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March 3, 1883, Judge Davis resigned from the Senate and wrote 











Addie that he would arrive in Fayetteville the following week, 
accompanied by his old friend Judge W. T. Otto.49 Judge Otto of 
Indiana had been Assistgnt Secretary of the Interior. In 1883 | 
he was reporter for the United States Supreme Court.50 Davis 
wrote his final letter to Addie from Washington on March 8. 

"I leave on Saturday morning at half past six for Fayetteville. 


This is my last letter to you before our fortunes are united, "51 











L9.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, D. C., March 5, 
1883. Green Papers. 





50.Dictionary of American Biography. vol. XIV, p.110. 


51.David Davis to Addie E. Burr, Washington, D. C., March 8, 
1883. Green Papers. 
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ADDIE IN HER WEDDING DRESS, 1883 


From the original in the Burr Family Papers 
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Chapter IV 
MARRIED AT LAST 





On the morning of March 14, 1883, at ten o'clock Adeline 
Ellery Burr and Judge David Davis were married at Tokay Vineyard 


near Fayetteville, North Carolina. The bride was forty years | 


: 


old; the groom was sixty-eight. The house had been decorated | 


beautifully, and the bridal couple stood under an archway of holly 

and flowers while Reverend Joseph C. Huske, Episcopal minister | 

and family relative, officiated. Judge W. T. Otto, United States 

Supreme Court reporter, was best man. Wharton Green gave the 

bride away, and his daughter Sarah was the bride's only attendant | 
The ceremony, which had been kept as private as possible, 


was attended by a few relatives and friends. Several days later 


announcements and small boxes of wedding cake were sent to 





1.The Farmer and Mechanic, Raleigh, N. C., March 21, 1883, 
p.2. 
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friends.@ Immediately following the ceremony breakfast was served 
to members of the wedding party and guests. After breakfast suece| 
and Mrs. Davis, accompanied by several friends, were driven by 
carriage to Fayetteville, where they boarded a chartered steamer 


for Wilmington.3 For traveling Addie wore a dress of dark brown 





silk and a brown hat trimmed with ostrich feathers dyed to match 
her dress.4 

Judge Davis' wedding gift to his bride was a pair of soli- 
taire diamond earrings. Judge Otto, the best man, gave her a 
diamond breast pin. The couple received a silver punch bowl 
lined with gold from Judge Ward Hunt, Associate Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court, several rare books from Secretary of 
State F. T. Frelinghuysen, and a beautiful French clock from 
Congressman Wharton J. Green.? 

“@pediar reporters surrounded the couple when they boarded 
the steamer at Fayetteville. For days both national and local | 
papers commented on the marriage of Judge Davis to Miss Burr. 
The Raleigh News and Observer stated: 

The interesting event which has been so long mooted in the 


| newspapers and about which there have been many conflicting reports 
is now "une affaire accompli." Judge Davis is married. Miss 


2.ibid. 
3.Ibid. 
4.Ibid. 

5-Ibid. 
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Adeline Burr, the bride, is a charming lady combining elegance 
with rare cultivation and is remarkable for natural graces no 
less than for those accomplishments which refine Weicaioods® 





Similar accounts appeared in the Bloomington Pantagraph, The 
Fayetteville Observer, The New York Herald, and other papers in 
both the North and South. 

The wedding party arrived at Wilmington on the evening of 
March 14, the day of the wedding. The next morning the bridal 
couple took an early train to Charleston beginning an extended 
tour of the United States. 


Judge Davis and Addie spent several days in Charleston be- 


fore continuing their journey. Addie wrote excitedly to her 





parents from the Charleston Hotel four days after her wedding: 


Well, I am at last married, but not withstanding all that has 
been in the newspapers and all I cannot fully realize it yet... 
- - Fourteen leading reporters from the largest Northern news- 
papers were in Fayetteville for three days before we were mar- 
ried, and they greeted us as we entered the boat... . Sarah 
and Eunice made a beautiful holly arbor full of red berries for 
us to stand under. All the parlor was decorated with holly, and 
the room looked beautiful... . Rev. Mr. Huske came out and 
at ten o'clock Wednesday morning we were married. I was never 
more nervous in my life. Esther (Wharton Green's invalid wife, 
Addie's first cousin] looked right nice and was in the parlor . . 
- - As soon as the ceremony was over we went to the dining room 
for breakfast, not having had anything but coffee before. Aunt 
Adeline [Mrs. General Green] brought the large bride's cake 
covered with pretty ornaments, chicken salad, etc. We then 
started right for the boat. Capt. Williams, the owner of the 
boat, went with us to Wilmington and detained his best boat four 
hours for us. The curtains over the windows and doors were dec- 
orated with flowers, and stands of flowers were sitting all 
around. The state-rooms were also handsomely decorated. W. Jd. 
(Green), Sarah [Green] , Mabel (Green], Lizzie Thatcher, and two 
other gentlemen went to Wilmington also. Everybody black and 








6.The News and Observer, Raleigh, N. C., March 15, 1883, p.4. | 
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white was standing in the streets or at windows to see us pass 
along--it was equal to a circus procession. 

Addie also told her parents about their activities in Charle- 
ston. Several gentlemen had taken them on a tour of the city and 
to Fort Sumter. Others took them to Magnolia Gardens where the 
owner gave Addie huge bunches of flowers. At their hotel they 
received many callers. While they were at church on Sunday some- 
one left two saucers of strawberries in their room, and a lady 
left a basket of flowers.& 

One of the Charleston papers reported: 

Judge and Mrs. Davis visited Fort Sumter yesterday morning. 
They were accompanied by the Rev. R. H. Wallace of Newburg, New 
York, and Mr. C. F. Murray of Washington. The flags of the 
steamer were hoisted in honor of the distinguished visitors, to 
whom the officers were most polite and attentive. On landing at 
the fort they were taken in charge by Captain Maher, who escort- 
ed them through the grand old fortification. In the afternoon 
they drove to the cemeteries and other parts of the city. They 
will visit Magnolia Garden today and in the ane return the 
visits of some of the citizens who called on them. 

James and Caroline Burr had been unable to journey to North 
Carolina to attend their daughter's wedding. They had hoped that 


she would be married at home and wrote her about their disappoint- 


ment. Addie replied: 


7.Adeline Burr Davis to James and Caroline Burr, Charleston, 
March 18, 1883. Burr Family Papers. 


§.Ibid. 


9.An unknown Charleston paper cited in The Farmer and Mechanic, 
Raleigh, N. C., March 2, 1883, p.l. 
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I received your letter at the boat as I was leaving. I 
thought I had explained as well as I was able why I was not mar- 
ried at home. Am sorry you feel so deeply on the subject-~but 
if you could know all the little circumstances connected with it, 
I am sure you would not have cared when, or where, it came off. 


I will visit with you from St. Louis and hope to hear from 
you there too. 0 





Judge Davis and Addie left Charleston on March 19 and pro- 
ceeded to Aiken, South Carolina. From there they continued to 
Savannah, Atlanta, and New Orleans. Later in March they spent 
several days in St. Louis, and Addie made her promised visit to 
her parents. Upon leaving St. Louis the two continued their 
train tour west and went to Los Angeles making short stops at 
Kansas City and Santa Fe. They toured Pasadena Valley, saw the 
San Gabriel Mission, and on April 11, 1683, they went to Yose- 
mite, which had not yet become a national park. Addie described 


California's adobe houses and burros to her parents and added 





at the end of one of her letters, *"I am well, happy, and enjoying 
everything. Judge Davis is very kind and good to me,"11 

Next, the couple spent a week in San Francisco and went to 
San Jose the first week in May. On May 7 Addie wrote, "I am 
having a delightful trip but am getting a little tired and think 





10.Adeline B. Davis to James and Caroline Burr, Charleston, 
March 18, 1883. Burr Family Papers. 


11.Adeline B. Davis to James and Caroline Burr, Los Angeles, 
April 10, 1883. Burr Family Papers. 
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Judge Davis is too."12 One night before returning to San Fran- | 
cisco they were guests at James Clair Flood's mansion, Linden 
Towers, at Menlo Park.13 Flood, who had formerly lived in 
Illinois, was president of the bank of Nevada, which he had 
founded in partnership with John W. Mackay and James G. Fair. 
These gentlemen had also formed the Consolidated Virginia and 
California Mining Company which worked the Comstock lode. The 
three were reported to have divided over one hundred million dol- 
lars profit made by that company.14 


Addie, amazed by the splendor of Linden Towers and the Flood's 





eight hundred acre estate, wrote, "I could never have imagined 
anything as magnificent as his (mr. Flood's] house and grounds 
are. It is a veritable palace--has seventy rooms splendidly 
furnished . .. . The Floods are very pleasant, kindhearted 
people, and we enjoyed our visit there oped eee 


After another week in San Francisco, Judge Davis and Addie 





left California for Davis' home at Bloomington, Illinois, where 
they arrived in early June, 1883. Until then, Addie had never 


seen the ivy-covered, Victorian mansion that was to be her home. 


12.Adeline B. Davis to James and Caroline Burr, San Jose, May 
7, 1883. Burr Family Papers. 


13.Ibid. 


14,.National Cyclopedia of American Biogra hy, New York, 1893, 
Wels TV pep.k87. 


15.Addie B. Davis to James and Caroline Burr, San Francisco, 
May 8, 1883. Burr Family Papers. 
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Located on East Jefferson Street, the Davis house was set back on 


a large, landscaped lawn. There were shade trees along the drive- 
way and surrounding the house. Formal flower gardens were found 
on both the front and back lawns. Built of buff-colored stone, 
the house had three stories and a basement and contained fifteen 
spacious, comfortable rooms.26 4 relative of Addie's quoting his 
wife's comments on the house years later said: 

We were struck with amazement at the palatial residence, the | 
enormous library, with autographs of almost every famous man in 
America and many from Europe, and the art room, adorned with 
priceless paintings and sculpture. 

Soon after arriving at Bloomington, Addie was introduced to 
Judge Davis' two children whom she had never met. George, his 
wife Ella, and their three children, David, M@rcer, and Alice, 
lived about a mile away. George, one year older than his step- 
mother, had graduated from the University of Michigan law school 
in 1867. A Bloomington lawyer for a time, he had given up his | 
practice to take charge of the vast amount of land accumulated 
by his father. He then became an agriculturist and stockman. 
Always interested in history, he was a founder and charter member 


of the Illinois State Historical Society and president of the 


16.John Drury, Old Illinois Houses, Springfield, 1948, p.64. 
Also a photograph. Burr Family Papers. | 


17.James H. Rice, Jr. to George Anderson, Wiggins, S. C., June 
15, 1927. Rice Papers. 
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McLean County Historical Society.1& The Judge's daughter Sarah 


was the wife of Henry S. Swayne of Bloomington, who manufactured 
furniture in that city.19 For a year Sarah lived with her father 
and Addie while her own home was being constructed near by.20 

As the wife of one of Bloomington's most prominient citizens, 
Addie was welcomed and entertained by the most distinguished 
society in the city. The record that she kept of entertainments 
given and attended during her three years in Bloomington show 
that she and Judge Davis were invited to a social gathering at 
least once every week.*1 In the course of those years Addie gave 
more than thirty-five entertainments ranging from formal dinners | 
and luncheons to small tea parties.¢ 

Refreshed by a short rest after her wedding trip, Addie 
went to visit her parents the second week in June. Six hours 
after her departure Davis wrote, in his first letter to Addie 
since their marriage, "It seems as if the light of the house 


has been extinguished. "*3 Writing again the next day, he said 





is. The National Cyclo edia of American Biography, New York 
1922, Wole XVIII, p. 240. 


19.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 


20.Addie Davis Green to Jennie Rice, Fayetteville, July 14, 
1927. Green Papers. 


21.Appointment Book. Burr Family Papers. 
22.ibid. 


23.David Davis to Addie B. oo Bloomington, June 9, 1883. 
Green Papers. 


































sta tetrad _ere as &r ‘ipnaiedl 
Sudo eT HiAam orty _ fot narmooLle to enyewe et # t0 


Pe 


4; 


soslcst ted ftiw evil terse wey s ieiAbodiea 
US .y¥d a#en betdowutenoo gated siw emor! awo ted 
catgsigio taeinkmora seom ee nocgnimooL® to ene to ot 
bedatusniterh jdeom odd yd bentasdresvae bas bi r 
jromibessvedne Lo dqet eile teds brovet-edh esto Ss 
wode cotanimoclé at exsey eetis sed gatash be 

ts univedteg [etoor 8 of bedivat esew eived . 
svey elbbi etesy esedt to eeimo>. ede al iS. se0w 
Tete a Lemno® moxvt geigaet etnemalstictne evit~-y ahi 

SS .eetdueq ses [Leme ot ea 

stbbA ,qiudt antbbew sed tedta seer diodes 8s yd 

eon xt .onms mt deew bacoee edd ectnotsq ted 


. 
otbbA o¢ reddel tetkt eid at ,esotmw efvad emwisreg 


ae 


inoY well ,viicerpet! asoksemA to skbegeleyo J 
sOPh. Gg 


execs yLimel ww . we ayform) a yd 
al yivul ,ellivetseysi ,eolk etnnelL of neetD) 


ay em 


.etegedt yLimed wwe . 008. 


@ 
Zz ; 
7 
i ee i 
4 " > 
‘ - ain 
s Thu ‘ o .% 
+ oie ,. 
" 


o€82L .© onl aitmigsial ~etved .@ ebb os ore0 


‘ 
' 


A ™ ' 4 q a ity 
™ - ad «= 
etn? ee eho DO ee hee! on lls - 
— ae et oan anes 








dk 

"There is no one to talk to except Kate, Minnie, and Mike." 
[he three servants ].*4 Davis wrote his wife nearly every day 
during the three weeks that she was away. He told her how lonely. | 
the house was without her, listed his activities, and sent har 
the local papers and the papers and mail which she received from 
North Carolina.@5 

On June 15, 1883, while Addie was in Como, her cousin Esther, 


wife of Wharton J. Green, died at Tokay.2© Esther, who had been 





an invalid for years and in delicate health since her birth, was 
survived by her husband and her three daughters, Sarah, Carrie, 
and Mabel, 


The remainder of the summer of 1883 Judge Davis and Addie 





spent at their home in Bloomington, where they entertained friends | 
and relatives and were often visited by Judge Davis' grandchild- | 
ren. In October they made a two-week trip to Washington to visit 
friends, especially the Frank Ormes. Orme had been Davis' pri- 
vate secretary in Washington.@7 Addie revisited her aging parents 
at Como in early November, this time accompanied by her husband. _ 


Christmas was spent at Bloomington with Judge Davis' children 


2,.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, June 10, 1883. 
Green Papers. 


25.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, June 9 to June 
22, 1883. Green Papers. 


26.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.62. 


27.Frank D. Orme to David and Addie Davis, Washington, October 
21, 1883. Green Papers. 
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and grandchildren as their guests.2& | 

Immediately after Christmas Addie's Aunt, Mrs. General Green, 
and Wharton Green arrived in Bloomington. Addie was overjoyed to 
see her North Carolina relatives with whom she had lived so long. 
She gave a tea party for them on December 28 and a formal dinner 
on January 11, 1884.29 

In April, Addie made her first visit to Fayetteville since 
her marriage. At the end of the month she returned to Blooming- 
ton, apparently accompanied by Mrs. General Green, because Mrs. 


Green, more than eighty years old, fell ill suddenly. She died 





at the Davis home in early May, 1884.39 It was Addie's sad duty 
to return to North Carolina to attend the funeral of her beloved 
Aunt Adeline, who was buried beside her husband, General Thomas 
J. Green, at Esmeralda, 

The summer of 1884 was a quiet one for Addie and Judge 
Davis. Devoted to her husband, Addie helped him in innumerable 
ways, and he grew more and more dependent upon her. Late that 
summer Addie received a request from Tokay: she was needed to 
help plan and organize the wedding of Sarah Green to Pembroke 


Jones of Wilmington, North Carolina. 





28.Sarah D. Swayne to Adeline B. Davis, Toledo, December 28, 
1883. Green Papers. 


29.Appointment Book. Burr Family Papers. 


_ 30.A. T. Chaplin to David Davis, Beloit, Wisconsin, May 5, 
1884. Green Papers. 





























=e “t¥r med inert 


areata ae oS ie 


a Pita - 
8S .egeeuy weds es m9 

e70 LanoneD .et .dawah cleibbs eemdebmio teste xb 
boyotieve sew elbbA nota rimoold, mt povinus 
of ce bevel bed ere mow d0tw eevidelenankiowsd™ 
sonunth Lasmret ¢ bas 8S t9dmeceG no mets sol ytreq" 56 
eee 

eonke tvetsevet od slelv seri ‘ter obsm olbbA 4 
-ginoola o¢ heaiwutes ede dimom ely to bas — 


ouseged ,feetd LeteneD .erll yd belmaqnooos, 


ep ey 
eG di 


beib ed< .vinebbue Off Web »bic eisey yedgte:s 
viub bea at elBbA eew Ft Of j86L yal yiuse at 
beveled ted to fevocust ond brestes o¢ antior wd d 


sod? canomed ,brateed ter obteed bolted. esw odwi ge 


bel bas sibbA 102 ee. teiup & ecw sS8L to 
afdenemsant at mid beled etbbé ,basdeud sei of 
Jedd ocsd 2 ee mOqus gnebaeqob stom bas stom wong 
od bebeon esw ora -systoT moxt deeupet & boviesst | 


excidmed o¢ meet) deake to gakhbew ons sainsgro bas 
.snifows0 dg10 ,notgnim lies 


»- 


ot 


1 ee 
j = 46 tis Rio, 
.85 rodmeoed ,ochefoT ,eived -G-eakiebs o¢ — <e 


4 + 





eS o 


56 
Jones, born in Wilmington in 1848, worked for Sprunt and 
Company in Wilmington, the South's largest cotten firm. From 
1890 until 1906 he was president of the Standard Rice Company of 


Wilmington and New Orleans. Jones urged the development of Wil- 


mington as a seaport and shipping center. The Standard Rice 


Company headquarters was moved to New York in 1901 while Jones 
was still president of the company. In New York he became inter- 
ested in railroad and other securities and occupied a prominient 
position in New York financial circles until his death in 1919.31 
Both Judge Davis and Addie were invited to the wedding, but 
Addie's help was needed desperately beforehand. In order to 
assist in the preparations for a Thanksgiving wedding, Addie left 


Bloomington the first week in November. Judge Davis could not 


leave his business to accompany his wife. He dreaded a long 


separation from her and wrote: 


That you may have a safe and pleasant journey to your friends, 
and an enjoyable time while you are with them is my earnest 
prayer. I shall not complain on account of yourabsence, fer it 
would make you unhappy, but I hope there will be no occasion for 
such a long absence again. 


While his wife was busy at Tokay, Sally Davis Swayne came to 


spend Thanksgiving with her father, and the two had Thanksgiving 


31.National Cyclopedia of American Biography, New York, 1922, 


vol. XXXII, p.178. 


32.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Chicago, November 6, 1884. 
Green Papers. 
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dinner with George Davis and his family.33 Presumably Addie re- 
gretted her absence from home that Thanksgiving and wrote a let- 
ter of self-reproach to her husband. He replied, "You are a 
warm-hearted, amiable, sensible, and devoted woman, and I am 
perfectly satisfied with you. "34 

Meanwhile in North Carolina, the wedding preparations con- 
tinued. More than a thousand invitations were sent, and a large 
number of people attended the Green-Jones wedding, which took 
place in Fayetteville on Thanksgiving evening. After the cere- 
mony a grand reception was held at Tokay, where Wharton had built 
a pavilion for dancing.3? Addie remained at Tokay a week after 
the wedding and went home by Washington, where she visited for a 
few days.36 She arrived in Bloomington the second week in Decem- 
ber after more than a month's absence. 

There is almost no information available about the movements 
and activities of Addie and Judge Davis in 1885. Her only known 
journey was a visit to her family in Como, Illinois, in September 


of that year.?/ 





33.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, November 15 to 
November 22, 1884. Green Papers. 


34.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, November 27, 
1884. Green Papers. 


35.The Farmer and Mechanic, Raleigh, N. C., December 3, 188). 


36.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, November 27, 
188. Green Papers. 


37.David Davis to Addie B. Davis, Chicago, September 23, 1885. 
Green Papers. 
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58 
According to Whitney, friend and contemporary of both Davis 
and Lincoln, Judge Davis had aspired to the Presidency of the 
United States; he had committed political suicide when he resigned 


from the Supreme Court to enter the Senate. Realizing his great 





error, the Judge did not enjoy his retirement and pined for the 
excitement of the Washington world of politics. His career ended, 
his highest ambitions frustrated, Judge Davis was a restless and 
unhappy man. Consequently, his health began to decline.3& 
Whitney may well be correct, because Davis fell ill in the 
winter of 1885 and 1886. He was not well for several months, 
and, though not seriously ill at first, he lost a great deal of 
wieght and became weak and depressed. Throughout the difficult 


weeks of his illness, Addie ministered to her husband, keeping 





him quiet and free from well-meaning visitors. She wrote his 
letters and read to him for hours. 
On March 31, 1886, in a letter of condolence addressed to 
Mrs. Ward Hunt (wife of Judge Ward Hunt of the United States 
Supreme Court), Davis wrote: | 
My own health has been so poor this winter that I have not 
written as often as I wished. The last letter I wrote him[Judge 
Hunt} was dictated to my wife. I was inexpressibly grieved that 


Mrs. Davis and I could not be at Utica on the occasion of the 
funeral, but the doctor absolutely forbade the journey .39 








38.Henry C. Whitney, Life on the Circuit With Lincoln, Ohio, 
1940, pp.8h-85. 


39.David Davis to Mrs. Ward Hunt, Bloomington, March 31, 1886. 
Green Papers. 
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59 
Friends and relatives, reading newspaper reports of Davis! 


illness, deluged the household with letters and telegrams. Mes- | 





sages came from former President Chester A. Arthur, Marcia Hunt, 
wife of Judge Ward Hunt, Wharton J. Green, Pembroke Jones, Davis? | 
secretary Frank D. Orme, and many others.4° With letters of 
inquiry to answer, callers to receive, and a sick husband to nurse, 
Addie was hardly out of the house from February until July. 


In April there developed on Judge Davis' shoulder a huge, 





painful carbuncle which would not heal because of his diabetic 
condition. He became more seriously ill and was confined to his 
bed, #1 Addie attended to her husband both night and day. In 
June she wrote to her old friend Wharton Green about Judge Davis! 
serious condition. Wharton showed his great esteem for the Judge 


by replying, "Please give him my best love and heartfelt sympathy, © 





for he is one of the few men whom I have known in my life that I 
was proud to call friend, "42 

Davis died on the following day, June 26, 1886. The funeral 
was three days later. According to a newspaper report, all 
Bloomington was draped in black. The body of Judge Davis lay in 


state at his home, and the doors were opened at nine o'clock on 


L0.Letters and Telegrams, February, 1886, to June 25, 1886. 
Green Papers. 


41.Frank Orme to Addie B. Davis, Washington, June 17, 1886. 
Green Papers. 


42.Wharton J. Green to Addie B. Davis, Fayetteville, June 25, 
1886. Green Papers. 
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the morning of Jume 29. By one o'clock more than six thousand 
people had assembled on the grounds, and there were about one 
hundred and fifty carriages in the funeral procession.43 

Telegrams and letters of condolence poured in from all over 
the United States. Sympathetic messages were sent by William 
Loughridge, lowa Congressman, Abraham Lincoln's son Robert, and 
Frank Orme, Davis' secretary. Messages also came from Lincoln's 
law partner Stephen T. Logan, lawyer Leonard Swett, and General 
John A. Logan, three of Illinois' political giants. 

Wharton Green and Adlai Stevenson, later vice-president of 
the United States, came together from Washington to Bloomington 
for the funeral.44 Addie's mother, Caroline Burr, was also pres- 
ent for the sad occasion.4> Mrs. Burr did not go directly home, 
but remained at Bloomington for a few weeks to aid and comfort 


her grief-stricken daughter. 


43.Undated newspaper clipping. Burr Family Papers. 


44.Wharton J. Green to Addie B. Davis, Washington, June 26, 
1886. Green Papers. 


45.Fanny Pierpont to Addie B. Davis, July, 1886. Green Papers. 
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Chapter V 
TOKAY VINEYARD 


The death of her famous husband only three years after their 
marriage was a harsh blow for Adeline Burr Davis. Addie was 
twenty-eight years younger than Judge Davis, and her comparative 
youth had enabled her to perform for her husband many personal 
tasks made difficult for him by his age and bulk. Im their three | 


years together she had affectionately cared for him and had been 





his devoted nurse during his fatal illness. 

Addie was probably unaware of all the provisions of Judge 
Davis! will, but she did know that the Bloomington home in which 
she and Davis resided, was to be given to his son George. Judge 
Davis had requested that the house should be occupied by one of | 


his family and that it should remain in the family.+ Consequently, 


at a very trying and difficult time, Addie felt that she soon 





1.Undated newspaper clipping. Green Papers. 
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62 
must tear herself away from the house on East Jefferson Street. 
Bewildered and indecisive, she discussed the matter with D. W. 
Williams, Davis' brother-in-law, who had come west from Massachu- 
setts for the funeral. Williams was very kind and upon his return 


to Massachusetts wrote: 


I know as I said the other day that your position in some re- 
spects has been a delicate and trying one, and I know very well 
too, that you have borne it all and treated all in a most lovely 
Christian Spirit .... And now my dear sister, as regards the 
question of leaving the house, I still think--as I suggested the 
other day, that you had better talk freely with George about it. 
I am sure he will want to consult your wishes and convenience, 
and will not wish you to hurry away. I think it will be found 
that provision has been made for you, so that you can have a 
house and home of your own with sufficient income for your support 
wherever you find it most convenient and agreeable to fix your 
residence. 





As Williams suggested, Addie soon talked with George and 
found that Judge Davis had well provided for her support. Two 
days before his death he had added a codicil to his will which 
stated: 

To my beloved wife Adeline B. Davis I give five hundred vol- 
umes of books from my library, my carriage, and my span of horses; 
also the furniture purchased since our marriage; also the sum of 
$2,000to purchase furniture for the house provided for in our 


marriage contract; also the set of silver given to me by the | 
officers of the United States Senate.? | 


The marriage contract, of which George Davis was trustee, 


2.D. W. Williams to Addie B. Davis, Stockbridge, Mass., July 
4, 1886. Green Papers. 


3.Cited in an undated newspaper clipping. Green Papers. 
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63 
gave Addie twelve thousand dollars with which to construct a | 
and a large amount of farmland.+ Ina satisfactory settlement 
Addie accepted an income of two hundred dollars a month for life 
in lieu of the land.? 

Her business affairs settled, Addie decided to return to 
Como. She remained at Bloomington for several weeks, packing 


and making the final preparations for her departure. Her horses | 


and carriage were shipped by train to Como, where her brother 





William built an addition to the barn for them. There they re- 
mained until she had them sent to Fayetteville in 1888.6 

Her Bloomington friends deeply regretted her decision to / 
leave the city, and one wrote, "I learned this morning with sin- 
cere regret that it is your intention to leave the city on Sat- 
urday, not to return. I am so sorry, for I have loved you since | 
we met."/ 

Addie left Bloomington forever on August 25; 1886.8 At Como, 
she lived with her mother and father in her old home. The village 
was aeienee very large nor very lively, and, after a short rest, 
Addie began to miss the social life at Bloomington. Accustomed 


to constant traveling and the excitement of large social gather- 





he H. Moore to Addie Davis Green, Bloomington, November 1, 
1888. Green Papers. 


5.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 
6.Ibid. | 


7.Mary Bell to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, August 18, 1886. 
Green Papers. 


8.Unsigned letter to Addie B. Davis, Bloomington, August 25, 
1886. Green Papers. 
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64 
ings since 1859, Addie found Como dull. She became ill at ease 
and dissatisfied. By December, she left. 

Accompanied by her mother, Addie spent twelve days in Chica- 
go? Then she continued alone to Boston.1O After the new year, 
1887, began, Addie still did not return to Como. Instead, she 
went to Airlie plantation at Wilmington, North Carolina, to visit 
Sarah and Pembroke Jones. Sarah, daughter of Wharton Green, had 
been Addie's bridesmaid. From January until April she remained 
at Airlie, journeying to other places from there. 

February found her visiting the Ormes in Washington. Frank 
Orme, Davis' secretary, and his wife Fannie had met Addie before 
she married Judge Davis. The two liked her immediately and had 
become her firm friends. Showing her concern for Addie, Fannie 
Orme wrote: 

Your present unsettled state is a painful thought to me. I 
am ceaselessly thinking of you as a homeless wanderer--not that 
you haven't kind friends everywhere, who would gladly claim you 
as their own, and implore you to make your home with them... . 


But can you satisfy the yearnings of your own heart with less 
than a home of your own?'ll 


9.Pacific Hotel Bill, Chicago, December 12, 1886. Green 
Papers. 


10.John Erskine to Addie B. Davis, December 30, 1886. Green 
Papers. 


11.Fannie Orme to Addie Burr Davis, Washington, February 27, 
1887. Green Papers. 
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65 

Eventually Addie grew tired of Wilmington and went to Tokay, 
near Fayetteville. Wharton Green still resided there with his 
two young daughters, Carrie and Mabel. Carrie was about twenty- 
one years old; Mabel, thirteen or fourteen. 

While Addie was at Tokay, Wharton invited the Ormes to visit 
also. When they were unable to come, he sent them a case of wine 
made at the Tokay winery.12 One afternoon Addie drove over to 
Esmeralda, the old home of Mrs. General Green, and there she was 
almost overcome with nostalgia.13 

Pathetically weary and unsettled as ever, unable to decide 
where to fix her permanent residence, Addie returned to Como in 
the fall of 1887.14 Within six months she went back to North 
Carolina, where she was, if not happy, at least less miserable. 
Early that year, 1888, Wharton J. Green asked Addie to become 
his wife. 

The two had remarkably similar interests and ideas. They 
had been acquainted more than twenty years. Addie had also been 
a member of Wharton's family at both Esmeralda and Tokay. Be- 


cause of the invalidism of her first cousin, Wharton's first 


12.Frank Orme to Addie B. Davis, Washington, June 26 and July 
24, 1887. Green Papers. 


13.Ibid. 


14.Marcia Hunt to Addie B. Davis, October 18, 1887. Green 
Papers. 
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66 
wife, Addie had been a mother to his two youngest children. 
Wharton's three daughters were delighted that their papa 
was going to marry "Cousin Addie." In a letter to Addie, Sarah 
Green Jones said: 

Papa told me the news, and I must tell you how perfectly 
pleased I am and how happy at the idea. Nothing could have hap- 
pened that would have pleased me as much. You are perfectly 
suited to zen other in your tastes and ideas, and he is a mighty 
lucky man.15 

Addie visited Sarah again in April, 1888, and her Illinois 
home later in the summer. At Como, she told her family and frieds, 
of her decision to remarry, shipped her possessions to Tokay, and 
departed for North Carolina in October. 

Several days after her arrival at Tokay, Frank Orme wrote: 

You asked me to tell you frankly and without reserve what I 
think of your contemplated marriage. The news surprises me and 
excites conflicting emotions. I am both sorry and glad--sorry, 
that you are to give up the dear Judge's name--and glad, that 
you have found one to love. No doubt you will be happier in your 
Southern home, with old friends than anywhere else in the world. 
I can readily see that you are indespensible to the happiness of 
obser Green and his daughters. They love you and are proud of 
you. 

Four days later, October 29, 1888, Wharton and Addie were 
quietly married. The wedding took place in the parlor at Tokay, 


where Addie had been married before. The same minister, Reverend 


15.Sarah G. Jones to Addie B. Davis, Wilmington, N. C., Feb- 
ruary 8, 1888. Green Papers. 


16.Frank Orme to Addie B. Davis, Washington, October 25, 1888. 
Green Papers. 
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—— 
Joseph C. Huske, officiated at both ceremonies. 
No invitations or wedding announcements were sent. Wharton 


and Addie informed their friends of their marriage in Simple, | 
warmhearted letters. The Raleigh News and Observer printed the 


following statement: 


The many friends of that gallent gentleman, Colonel Wharton 
J. Green, will be pleased to learn that he is to be congratulated. 
He was married yesterday at Tokay to that incomparable lady, Mrs. 
Davis nee Miss Burr, the widow of the late Judge David Davis. 
Mr. and Mrs. Green arrived in this city yesterday afternoon, 
accompanied by Colonel Green's daughter, Miss Mabel, who enters 
St. Mary's school.17 


The Greens returned to Fayetteville in a few days. For sev- 
eral weeks they received letters of best wishes from their corres- 
pondents. Almost everyone felt that they were a congenial and 
ideal couple. Wharton's uncle wrote: 

From the long and mutual intimate acquaintance which has ex- 
isted between you, I feel assured it the marriage will result 
in much happiness to each of you. I am satisfied you could not 
have married any other racy for whom your children would enter- 
tain so much affection.1l 
Judge Davis' family was equally happy for Addie.19 

After serving two Congressional terms, 1882 to 1886, Whar- 


ton retired to Fayetteville. There he concentrated on improving 


17.The News and Observer, Raleigh, N. C., October 30, 1888. p.4. 





18.F. A. R. Wharton to Wharton J. Green, Raymond, Miss., October 
22, 1888. Green Papers. 





19.C. H. Moore to Addie Davis Green, Bloomington, November 1, 
1888. Green Papers. 
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From the original in the Burr Family Papers 
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his plantation. Tokay was developed into the largest vineyard 


east of the Rocky Mountains.20 Besides his work on the planta- 
tion, Wharton spent much time reading, writing letters, or fish- 
ing for black bass in his fifty acre lake. Nearer the house, two 
smaller ponds were located. Wharton harnessed one of them to pro- 
vide running water for his dvelling,2l 

Addie and Wharton each carried on a large correspondence. 
By mail Addie kept in touch with the Davis family and many other 
old friends. She sent graduation and wedding gifts to Judge 
Davis' grandchildren and great-grandchildren.<* Once at Tokay 
and once at Fayetteville, Mr. and Mrs. John T. Lillard visited 
her.*? Mrs. Lillard was Judge Davis' daughter Sarah, who married 
John Lillard after the death of her first husband, Henry Swayne. 

Addie and Wharton both liked to read and spent many hours 
thus occupied. Later they discussed and criticized their read- 
ings. In his autobiography, Wharton remarked: 

I have rarely taken much stock in the so-called "current lit- 

erature of the day" unless kidnapped into something of the sort 


by my good wife, who is not only the best woman in the world in 
all other respects, but one of the most omniverous readers and 


sc Biograppical History of North Carolina, Greensboro, N. C., 
1905, vol. » pel2kh 


21.James H. Rice, Jr. to Charles M. Hite, Wiggins, S. C., April 
28, 1926. Rice Papers. 


22.Dorothy Phelps to Addie D. Green, Bloomington, June, 1903. 
Mrs. David Davis to Addie D. Green, Bloomington, January 27, 1927. 
Green Papers. 


: 23.Addie D. Green to Jennie Rice, Fayetteville, N. C., July 
wie, 1927. Rice Papers. 
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69 
judicious critics whom I have ever known. "Just let me read you 
a page," she begins and that always means the book. I‘have gotten 
much mighty good reading that way.24 ; 

Not only a voracious reader, Addie also kept a book of quotations 
copied from her readings. It contained quotes from Homer, Cow- 
per, Wordsworth, Thackaray, Tennyson, Ben Jonson, and others.25 

Many of the details of Addie's life from 1888 to 1910 are 
unknown. She journeyed to Illinois again in 1889 to visit her 
aging parents. 26 Presumably she traveled along. After that trip 
Addie could generally be found at Tokay. Addie's father died in 
1891.27 Afterwards, her mother made several winter-long visits 
to Tokay. Mrs. Burr died in 1901.28 

General Wade Hampton, Confederate soldier, planter, and South 
Carolina politician, visited his old friend Wharton at Tokay in 
1895. He persuaded Wharton to accompany him on a month's journey 
to California later that year. Addie remained at home while her 
husband was away. 

Tokay was the scene of another notable wedding reception in 


1899. Mabel, Wharton's youngest daughter, and George Blow Elliott 





24.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.55. 
25.Quotation Book. Burr. Family Papers. 


26.Alice Davis to Addie D. Green, Bloomington, November 11, 
1889. Green Papers. 


27.Memoranda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 


28.B. S. Bronson to Addie D. Green, August 3, 1901. Green 
Papers. 
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70 
were married on April 19 that year. Young Elliott's father, 


Warren G. Elliott of Wilmington, North Carolina, was president of 





the Atlantic Coast Line railroad. George had graduated from 
Harvard Law school in 1896 and was partner in the Richmond law 
firm of Hamilton and Elliott. Later, he became attorney for the 
Atlantic Coast Line road. From 1928 until his retirement in 
1942, George Elliott was president of the Atlantic Coast Line.29 
The evening before Mabel and George were married, Addie and 


Wharton gave them a reception at Tokay. Addie had decorated the 





house beautifully. Musicians and extra servants were hired; the 
wedding gifts were displayed; and supper was prepared for fifty 


guests. The Fayetteville Observer declared: 


On the long veranda was stationed a typical negro string band 
discoursing old-time plantation melodies, which could be heard 
by the guests as their carriages approached. Inside, hidden be- 
hind waving palms, an Italian band gave out sweet music .... 
The beautifully furnished parlors of Tokay under the tasteful 
hands of the ladies of the manor, had been transformed into bowers 
of flowers, native and imported. The rooms were brilliantly 
lighted with hundreds of wax candles, and the statuary, paint- 
ings, bric-a-brac, and costly articles of virtu which are so 
much in evidence out there, were made doubly attractive by flower 
vases of roses and trailing smilax ... . When supper was 
announced, seats were provided for each guest, and all were 
served with every delicacy that 3g0u14 be desired by a corps of 
trained servants from New York.3 





Mabel and George were married the next day, April 19, 1899, at 


29.National Cyclopedia of American Biography, New York, 1953, 
vol XXVIII, p.42). 


3QThe Fa ee ee cited in The News and Observer, 
Raleigh, , April 23, 1899, p.6. 
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St. John's Episcopal Church in Fayetteville. Immediately after 
the ceremony they left on a Cuban wedding trip.31 

Off on a jaunt to Europe, a few weeks later, Pembroke and 
Sarah Green Jones insisted that the Greens spend the summer at 
Airlie, Jones's Wilmington plantation. The Greens accepted the 
invitation. Their summer by the sea was made more pleasant by 
the presence of Wade Hampton, who joined them, and Mabel, who was 
living at Wilmington with her husband's parents.32 

Less than a year later, encouraged by Addie, Wharton began 
writing Recollections and Reflections.33 The book was published 
by @ Raleigh firm, Edwards and Broughton, in 1906. Largely euto- 
biographical, its pages are filled with interesting and amusing 
Stories about Wharton's acquaintances, some of the South's most 
honored leaders. In its dedication Wharton paid magnificent 
tribute to his beloved Addie: 

To God's noblest handiwork and true man's highest conception 
Of ideal perfection, a good, well-balanced woman, true in all 
the relationships of home and domestic life, and as little 
deficient in social intercourse with the outside world beyond, 
pious without pretension, erudite without pedantry, charitable 
without parade, soft of speech but duly assertive, stickler for 
the social proprieties but void of prudecy, ever genial but 


never frivolous;--such is an imperfect pen-portraiture of a few 
of the amiable and lovable traits of one seen in my mind's eye 





31.The News and Observer, Raleigh, N. C., April 20, 1899, Dp.d: 


32.Green, Recollections and Reflections, p.215. 


33.Ibid., p.7 
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and the one best known in actual life. It is my blessed privilege 
to have undisputed ownership to such a priceless treasure. Yes! 
to thee, Adeline, wife of my bosom and solace of declining age, 
at this the terminal period of "the fitful dream," I pledge re- 
newed troth, and say, as Ferdinand said to Prospero's daughter 
in the incipiency of new-born love,-- 

- . - for several virtues 

Have I liked several women; never any 

With so full soul, but some defect in her 

Did quarrel with the noblest grace she owed, 

And put it into foil: But you, O you, 

So perfect, and so peerless, are created 

Of every creature's best. 
To thee, dear wife, is dedicated this, my initial and, most 
probably, ultimate book.34 

Wharton Green could discover no weaknesses in his wife's 
character, and he was not alone. Nowhere does there exist a 
single critical reference to Addie. She was held in great es- 
teem. Her beauty and intelligence, her quiet charm and sincerity, 
her charitable ways and devoted service to others, her courtesy 
and social bearing, and her sweet, unassuming temperament endeared 
her to all those who knew her. Apparently, Addie was one of those 
rare creatures, a near-perfect woman. 

In North Carolina Addie was happy and content. A Southerner 
by inclination since her girlhood days, she had become a Southern- 
er in reality. In 1901 she joined the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy.3> <A daughter from a staunch Republican family, born 
and reared in the land of Lincoln, became a daughter of the Con- 
federacy. Addie was not only an active member of the local organ- 


ization, but she was also hostess for one of the state-wide meet- 





34.Ibid., p.5- 
35.Certificate of Membership, June, 1901. Green Papers. 
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13 
ings. That meeting was held at Tokay on October 28, 1904.36 


Wharton's daughter Carrie, aged forty-two, died at Fayette- 
ville on May 20, 1908. Carrie had never married and had always 
resided with her father. She was the only member of the Green 
family who was a Roman Catholic.3/ 

Shortly after Christmas, 1909, Wharton fell ill. Addie 
tenderly nursed her husband back to health.38 Several months 
later the inevitable occurred. After a brief illness, Wharton 
J. Green, soldier and gentleman, author and planter, died at 
Tokay Vineyard. Wharton's illness had not been considered serios, 
and his children were not present. Only his wife was at his 


bedside.39 





36.Guést Book, U. D. C. meeting, October 28, 1904. Green 
Papers. 


37.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer, March 
26, 1959. 


38.Unsigned letter to Addie D. Green, n.p., December 28, 1909. 
Green Papers. 


39.The News and Observer, Raleigh, N. C., August 7, 1910, p.2. 
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75 
Richmond with Mabel Green Elliott, Wharton's youngest daughter.” 


The following winter, at Addie's request, her sister Hetty, widow 
of Frank Heitshu of Marshalltown, Iowa, came to live at Tokay. 
The two ladies spent the winter of 1910 and the summer of 1911 at 
Tokay Vineyard. 

During the summer of 1911, Addie began a long and interesting 
correspondence with her husband's South Carolina kinsman, James 
Henry Rice, Jr. Rice, Wharton Green's distant cousin, was a 


naturalist. Educated at South Carolina College, he edited partof 





the Colonial Records of South Carolina in 1895 and several state 
newspapers later. He was chief game warden of South Carolina for 
three years, and field agent for the National Association of Au- 
dubon Societies from 1910 until 1913. He was also the author of 
Glories of the South Carolina Coast. 

Rice's letters speak of his work as game warden: and indicate 


his vast knowledge of the South Carolina coastal areas. At odds 


With the political powers in the state, he often made bitter and 


In her first extant letter to Rice, Addie said: 


I hope to be here {at Tokay} for two months longer at least. 
I do not think it advisable to spend the winter here--and may 
have a home in town instead--but no place can ever be to me what 


| 
derogatory statements about Cole Blease and Ben Tillman. 
Tokay is. 


2.Annie L. Campbell to Addie D. Green, n.p., September 17, 
1910. Green Papers. 


3.Who's Who in America, Chicago, 1922-1923, vol. 12, p.2595. 
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I certainly will always let you have my address and hope when 
you ere in the vicinity of anywhere near where I may be--you will 
call on me. I would not be pleased if any of dear Wharton's kins- 
men forget me. 

As her letter presupposes, Addie moved to Fayetteville in 
1911. While her new home was being constructed, she and her sis- 
ter lived with Mr. and Mrs. J. Alves Huske and their family. 
Mrs. Huske was the former Miss Addie Riddick, the daughter of 
Addie's first cousin, Adeline Burr Currier Riddick. Addie B. 
Currier was at Esmeralda during the Civil War.?7 

Addie's Fayetteville home was located on Hillside Avenue, 
about two blocks from her relatives, the Huskes. Perched on the 
Side of a hill, as its name implies, Hillside Avenue was a short, 
Quiet, tree-lined street. The house was a large, two-story frame 
dwelling. Downstairs was a wide hall, a parlor, library,kitchen, 
and a dining room; the upstairs consisted of four bedrooms and 
two baths. Some of the furnishings for the house were brought 
from Tokay; some were those which Addie had received from Judge 
Davis.? The library was filled with Addie's books and others 


from the collections of Judge Davis and Wharton Green. 





5.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Tofay, August 16, 1911 
Green Papers. 


6.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer. March 


26, 1959. 
7-See above, p.26 
8.Memorenda by E. Carolyn Burr. Burr Family Papers. 


9.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer. March 
26, 1959. 
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Chapter VI 
HOUSE ON HILLSIDE AVENUE 


The funeral was over. Addie Davis Green, sole resident at 
Tokay, was sixty-seven years old. Despite her grief, Addie suf- 
fered through no period of restless wandering as she had after 
the death of Judge Davis. She had spent twenty-two happy years 
as the devoted and adored wife of Wharton J. Green. She was now 
dedicated to his memory. 

Sending best wishes to a young engaged couple years later, 
she said, "Give him [James Henry Rice 111] a cousin's warm con- 
gratulations, and tell him (as I have often told others) the best 
wish I have for them both is that they may be as happy as I was 
in my married life. 


Most of the month after Wharton's death Addie stayed in 


1.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, December 
20, 1919. Rice Papers. 
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After Addie moved into her new home, Tokay, inherited by 


Wharton's children, was advertised and sold in 1912.10 During 





Addie's lifetime, part of the plantation, bought by the Fayette- 
ville Country Club, was made into a beautiful golf course. An 
attractive clubhouse was built on the slope adjoining Wharton 
Green's fishpond. The fishpond became the club swimming pool. 

Addie's lifetime habits of reading, sewing, and writing let- 
ters were too strong to be overcome, even by her advancing age. 
In Fayetteville, as always, she spent hours each day at these 
tasks. She attended St. John's Episcopal Church, rarely missing 
a service.tl Sending copies of her beloved husband's book to 
friends and acquaintances was another of her pleasant pastimes,1% 
With the help of a cook, she still had overnight and dinner guests, 
In August, 1913, she wrote that J. Alves Huske was eating his 
meals at her house while his family was away.13 

Despite her seventy years, Addie did not give up traveling. 
She visited Mabel Elliott at Richmond for a week in October, 1913. 


When she returned to Fayetteville, Mabel's young children made a 





10.Handbill Advertisement. Green Papers. 


11.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer. March 


26, 1959. 


12.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, February 
27, 1913. Rice Papers. 


13.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, August 
26, 1913. Rice Papers. 
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78 
long visit to the home of their "Grandma Green."14 Addie made 
other trips also. In the summer of 1914 she spent several weeks 
in the North Carolina mountains.1> Vacationing in the mountains 
was probably an annual event for Addie and her sister. 

The Huske family, Addie, and Hetty were cousins and insep- 
arable friends. They called frequently at each others! homes, 
which were only two blocks apart. As a rule, Addie and Hetty at- 
tended church with the Huskes and were their frequent dinner 
guests. Thanksgiving and Christmas were always spent at the 


Huske home.6 





The mother of Mrs. J. Alves Huske was Addie's first cousin, 
Adeline Currier Cook. (Addie Currier was twice married, once to a 
Mr. Riddick and once to Dr. Cook.) As young girls both Addie and 
Adeline Currier had lived with the Greens at Esmeralda and Tokay. 
When Adeline Cook celebrated her eightieth birthday in March, 1916, 


Addie wrote: 


Do you remember my cousin Mrs. Cook who lives near me? She was 
eighty years old on Monday and had such a happy day--We all wrote 
to everyone we knew that she remembered, and the consequence was 
that she received over a hundred pleasant letters and cards. It 
amused us to hear her constant expression while reading them, "How — 
did they remember it was my birthday!'"17 


14.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, October 
3, 1913. Rice Papers. 


15.James H. Rice, Jr. to Addie D. Green, Summerville, S. C., 
December 7, 1914. Rice Papers. 


16.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, December 
I, 1920. ° Rice Papers. 


17.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, March 
18, 1916. Rice Papers. 
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79 
In March, 1918, a month after her seventy-fifth birthday, 


Addie and her sister spent a week in Wilmington. They kept 
Mabel Elliott's children while she journeyed to New York. They 
spent one day at Airlie plantation with Mabel'ts sister, the 
wealthy Mrs. Pembroke Jones.18 

Later that year, Addie was a little unhappy when the an- 
nouncement was made that a large army base would be built near 
Fayetteville. Her comment was, "We are to have a Field Artillery 
Camp [Fort Bragg] within eight miles of our town. I hear thirty 


or forty thousand men are to be here. I fear it will spoil our 


When the influenza epidemic swept the nation in 1918 and 
1919, Addie was very fortunate. In a letter to Wharton's kinsman, 
James H. Rice, Jr., she declared, "I did not have the flu. Some-= 
body told me I was too old to have it. That was in one way en- 
couraging, but it was not pleasant to feel that ‘told age' was the 
cause of escape from it."20 

One of her later letters teokice expressed her feelings on 
the stockmarket crash of 1920, woman sufferage, Woodrow Wilson, 
and the League of Nations. It is the longest and most informa- 


| 
| 
quaint old town."19 > 
) 
| 
tive extant letter written by Addie after 1910. 


18.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, March 
22, 1918. Rice Papers. 





19.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, August 
30, 1918. Rice Papers. 





20.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, January 
13, 1919. Rice Papers. 
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What a fearful thing that Wall Street explosion was--I fear it 
is the beginning of others, but hope not. 


_ This unrest everywhere is fearful, and I hope after the elec- 
tion things will settle down. Are you going to allow your women 
folks to vote? I quite disgust people by refusing to do so. I 
know Wharton would not wish me to, and I have no desire to do so. 

I am not in favor of woman sufferage. I prefer the sweet, 
Southern ladies as they used to be--and as we read about, to the 
present ones. 

I am sorry you do not want the "League of Nations" to be es- 
tablished. I know little about it, but feel it should be. I am 
a great admirer of Mr. Wilson and am so sorry to read the abuse 
heaped on him, when he has "tried to do his duty as he sees it," 
and we all have to do that.@l 

True to her word, Addie did not vote in the 1920 election. 
Three weeks later, she wrote: 

I did not vote--but if I had I am sure I would have voted the 
straight Democratic ticket, as would my dear Husband had he been 
living. He could not conceive of a Southern gentleman doing 
otherwise-~he was thoroughly Southern. 

The two most amusing comments that Addie made to Rice con- 
cerned two innovations, the automobile and income tax. On Jamuary 
6, 1923, eighty-year old Addie told Rice, "I have never become 
reconciled to automobiles, although I sometimes ride with careful 
people. I would not own or try to run one for anything. "43 A 


little later she said, "I am glad you do not like the income tax 





21.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, Septem- 
ber 17, 1920. Rice Papers. 


22.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, December 
1, 1920. Rice Papers. 


23.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, January 
6, 1923. Rice Papers. 
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any more than I do,"24 


Meanwhile, Wharton's daughters, Sarah and Mabel, visited 
Addie as often as possible. They were very fond of their step- 
mother and saw that she lacked nothing that money could provide. 
Members of the Huske family also kept a watchful eye on the two 
old ladies at the house on Hillside Avenue.25 

Pembroke Jones, husband of Sarah Green Jones, died in 1919. 
In April, 1922, Sarah married Pembroke's old friend, Henry Wal- 
ters. Among other financial activities, Walters was director of 
the Virginia-North Carolina Chemical Company and owner of more 
than fifty per cent of the Atlantic Coast Line railroad stock. A 
noted art collector, he was also vice-president and trustee of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and trustee of the New York City 
public library. Once he reportedly paid one million dollars for 
an art collection in Europe and chartered a ship to bring it home. 
Upon his death in 1931, his entire collection was given to his 
native city, Baltimore. 26 

In June, 1927, Jennie Rice, wife of Addie's correspondent, 


James H. Rice, Jr., journeyed to Bloomington, Illinois, with her 


24.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, January 
6, 1923. Rice Papers. 


25.M. Catherine Huske in an interview with the writer. March 
26, 1959. 





26.National Cyclopedia of American Biography, New York, 1951. 
vol. XXXVll, p.288. 
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two sons, who were to attend a convention there. On their way 


the three paid Addie a short visit. In Bloomington, the way 
opened by a warm-hearted letter from Addie, Mrs. Rice and her 
sons were welcomed and entertained by Judge David Davis! family 2/ 
After Jennie's return to South Carolina, Addie wrote, "My three 
years spent in Bloomington seem like a dream almost. I liked the 
people there, and they were all so kind to me. Many have passed 
away-~but--I don't expect to ever go back there ."28 

The last ten years of Addie's life were spent in Fayetteville 
After 1921, she never again left the city.°9 For several years, 
however, she continued to do most of her housekeeping, except for 
cooking. She planned’ the meals, though a servant prepared them. 
Addie had never learned to cook.30 

y Hetty still lived with her sister on Hillside Avenue. In 

the 1920's Hetty became totally blind. The helplessness of her 
condition increased Addie's worries and responsibilities and 
placed her under a nervous strain. Addie pitied Hetty and wrote 


in 1928: 


27.Jennie Rice to James H. Rice, Jr., Bloomington, June 6, 
1927. Rice Papers. 


28.Addie D. Green to Jennie Rice, Fayetteville, July 14, 1927. 
Rice Papers. 


29.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, April 
15, 1926. Rice Papers. 


30.Addie D. Green to E. Carolyn Burr, Fayetteville, May 15, 
1930. Burr Family Papers. 
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My sister is well with the exception that she continues blind, 
and I think will always be so. It is pitiful, but she does not 
complain. She asks me mornings if the sun is shining, and if I 
say yes it is, she says, "I cannot see anything--all is black 
as night."31 
Early in 1929 Hetty became bedridden.32 

Addie remained remarkably spry and active until nearly two 
years later. She worried about her helpless sister, however, 
and aged a great deal. Her health gradually declined. 

Carolyn Burr, Addie's and Hetty's niece, came to Fayette- 
ville in the summer of 1930 to help care for her aunts.33 Not 
long after her arrival, Addie suffered a nervous breakdown. She 
was confined to her bed from January until May, 1931. Adeline 
contracted pneumonia and died on May 18, 1931.34 

She did not suffer and never knew her serious condition .... 
She had cancer, but never knew it or suffered from pain... . 
The doctor says Cousin Addie's death was caused by a low grade 
pneumonia, but I can't help feeling more likely the malignant 
growth struck some vital part.35 


Addie was buried near her husband in the Cross Creek Cemetery 


at Fayetteville, North Carolina. 


31.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, December 


18, 1928. Rice Papers. 


32.Addie D. Green to James H. Rice, Jr., Fayetteville, February 


24, 1929. Rice Papers. 


33.Mabel Elliott to James H. Rice, Jr., Wilmington, May 7, 1931. 


Rice Papers. 
34.The News and Observer, Raleigh, N. C., May 19, 1931, p.5. 


35.Mabel Elliott to James H. Rice, Jr., Wilmington, May 26, 
1931. Rice Papers. 





























res bs 1h . har ‘ ; Mie a ag a a 

€8 e et eo Pi: ; ees 
‘dcineea 

,batid eexsnismoo edie: gedd Back eds, belt be ¢ 
jon eech ose gud ,iutitiq ef I .0o8 ed syawis” Liew 
T ti base sakmide et nue odd tt agnterom em exes : 
fosid et Lis--snidsyns ese Jonaso I” 288 ore ,8] 

- 


- 


~~. “i 


SE, nobbitbed -emeoed ysseH QS 
ows ylasen [itn evitos bus yige yidsaisget beat: 


~tevewod ,redele eeelqion red suods bebriow ede 4! 


.bentioeb ylisubers déiserl teh. :Leeb se 
13 


-otteye4 aM emso ,esetn e'ytteH bus eteibba Saas 


gol €€.edaue ted rot eso qied ot O£CL to reauiial 


oe .owobiserd evyovien s betetive efbbé , [evivtis od 


omtfebA .LECL ,yaM Lictew yisuasl’ mort bed ted os be 


i a 
ae ceer 81 woh Se heth tes simone 


. ee MOLsEDMOO euottea ted wend revem bas teTive Jom} 

. « « « tse mort bexetive to ¢i wend reven dud ,7% 
oberg wol s yd beewss cow riteeb e'etbbA atevod he 
sastraifem edd yledtt e1tom aniise? qied s'aso T 
C.oxeq Lativ eno8 


My 
yiosemeD Aset0 esvord odd af Sibdend ted 18900 ae 


eniforwd dtxrol ,elih 


aedmeoet ,silivetteyst ,.1b ool -H gems o¢ aoomD .@ 
-eteqed soba 


visutdel ,ellivetteyst a ae -H eomsbl og neetd ‘a 
-eteqsd sols 


eLECL VY yam, pc reise saad poolh .H semsb. ot Stor LLe roget 
of 


.2.q ff ,OL yal ,.0..h -dgteled comeeds tue nat 8 uf 


.OS yeM ,codgnimliw ,.1b ,eolA .H somal of ttoL{[lH . 
pr ik 
. 4 ie ae aT 


fo: +e a aA er ema ns —epe eee! as ; a 
i pt a . lg eis) al Ri ETT oat 
¥ ae) a oe | , Pe. ee ts fer AE Rn ee es 


— 








Sh 


- - - There is a majesty and an eloquence 

in the death of the aged that nothing can 
touch. A link with the past is gone. A 
bridge is broken. A heart which has throb- 
bed for years has ceased to beat, like the 
engines of a mighty liner when, after a long 
and tempestuous, voyage, it drops anchor in 
its home port .36 











6.Robert Morris Washburn, "On the Death of the Aged," cited 
ca oe Bartle#?, The Shorter Bartlett's Familiar Quotations, 
New York, 1957, p.jlo. 3 
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Wharton, by his first wife, Sarah Wharton. In 1858 Wharton J. Green (II) married his step- 
sister, Esther Ellery (II). Esther Ellery Green died in 1883. In 1888 Wharton Green married 
Adeline Burr Davis (I), widow of Judge David Davis. Adeline Burr Davis Green was the daughter 
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